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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 

6 JULY 2009 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT RYDE TOWN HALL,

LIND STREET, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7P.M.

Present:        
Councillors Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Richard Fraser-Tait, Evelyn Gooch, Brian Harris, David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Roger Whitby-Smith, Wayne Whittle, Adrian Whittaker and David Woodward (Mayor).

In Attendance:     
Adrienne White (Clerk)

Saskia Kiernan (Deputy Clerk)

                               
David Mellor (Minutes)

Also Present:      
Councillor Ian Stephens, Isle of Wight Council

Katherine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer

together with several members of the public.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Mr John Havies was concerned at the danger to pedestrians from heavy vehicles in Park Road and asked if a one-way traffic system would improve the situation.  This had previously been considered by the Highways Working Party and the Community Committee and Councillor Wayne Whittle was enquiring into progress in the matter.  It had also been suggested that heavy vehicles and buses should travel up Park Road rather than down it in an easterly direction.

Mrs Newberry asked if it was known when the skate park would be open and Councillor David Knowles hoped and expected that it should be ready for the start of the school holidays.

Mr Craig Coombes asked if the Town Council was aware of a possible conflict of interest between the Isle of Wight International Scooter Rally to be held in Ryde and the proposals for a “Summer Madness” concert at Froglands Farm Carisbrooke on 30 August 2009.  This event had not been approved by the Isle of Wight Licensing Committee and Mr Coombes was advised to approach the Town Council Planning Committee who dealt with licensing matters.

Mr Rusty Adams asked whether the Town Council was seeking an alternative venue for its meetings in public. The Deputy Clerk indicated that this matter was due to be considered by the Council in the future.

Mr Fox enquired what could be done to stop a nuisance and safety hazard at Ryde Harbour by youths jumping into the Harbour in a practice known as “tombstoning”.   Katherine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer said that a long-term solution was being sought although the police could use their power of dispersal although a rapid response was not always possible.  Young people were in serious danger of injury and another way forward was needed to solve this problem without confrontation. Councillor Evelyn Gooch declared a personal interest in this matter as her husband was the Ryde Harbour Master and she was the part owner of a boat at the Harbour.

89/09    APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Charles Chapman and Jeremy Whitby-Smith and Isle of Wight Councillor Vanessa Churchman.

90/09    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Richard Fraser-Tait declared a personal interest in agenda item 17 as this was his Ward Allocation, and in agenda item 11.

Councillor Adrian Whittaker declared a personal interest in agenda items 8 and 11.

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 as he lived near Pell Lane Recreation Ground.

Councillor David Woodward declared a personal interest in agenda item 8.

91/09    MINUTES
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 18th May and 

Ist June 2009 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meetings and signed by the Mayor.

92/09    RYDE IN BLOOM
Mr Mike Fitt, the Chairman of the Royal Parks Guild, addressed the meeting on the suggested Ryde in Bloom Competition and the plans for 2010. This would be a good event for Ryde, especially if it went to “Britain in Bloom” and Mr Fitt felt that this year, sites could be examined and a low key event promoted, including categories such as best front gardens, containers, schools etc., with certificates and nominal prizes and costing a total of no more than £50. Next year could be more high profile and would need sponsorship, an appointed working group with judging and prize giving. Councillor Adrian Axford noted that if the project were supported and arranged by the Town Council in 2010 funding would have to be included in the Council’s 2010/11 budget accordingly, Mr Fitt would be prepared to work with the Town Council if it were to taker over the arrangements for this project and the Mayor thanked him for attending.

RESOLVED that Councillors Brian Harris, Graham Pearce and Adrian Whittaker informally assist with the arrangements for this year’s Ryde in Bloom Competition and report back to the Council with their findings in due course.

93/09    ARMED FORCES DAY

Mr John Taylor of the Ryde Branch of the Royal British Legion reported on the first Armed Forces Day held on 27th June 2009.and which replaced the Veterans Day of previous years. Nearly 300 were on parade with an estimated 3500 to 4000 people in attendance during the day.  Various displays and bands were enjoyed by all, as well as local entertainment and a Sea Rescue Display by Ryde Inshore Rescue.

The response from the spectators whilst the march was going on was very pleasing and showed respect for those who served and those who are serving as well as for the youth groups involved. It helped to raise funds and it was hoped to hold it next year.

RESOLVED  that  

(i) A vote of thanks be given to Mr Taylor for all the work that he and his team had done to make this event a success.

(ii)  Payment of invoices previously underwritten by the Town Council on 6th April, totalling £994.00 be authorised.

94/09    REPORTS

Katherine Arblaster presented a report on her current work and duties.

Councillor David Knowles gave notice that after a period of eight years, he was resigning from organising Sunday car boot sales for fund raising purposes and the Mayor thanked him for this work.

95/09    RYDE SKATEPARK

The Council considered a report from the Clerk and Deputy Clerk setting out proposals for the future management of Ryde Skateboard Park with a request for funding towards the rebuilding programme. Representatives of the Park User Group attended the meeting and answered questions. 

The Isle of Wight Council owns the land involved and had offered the Town Council a lease or licence for the park and had indicated that should the Town Council not take this up and that no other body could be found to do so, the Skateboard Park would be at risk of being demolished. During the discussion concerns were raised about the estimated completion date for the project.

RESOLVED that  

(i) The Council agrees in principle and subject to legal advice, to lease Skate Park from the Isle of Wight Council

(ii) A further grant of £6000 be made to the Skate Park User Group to enable the current refurbishment programme to be completed.

Councillor Evelyn Gooch left the meeting during the discussion of this item.

At 8.20 p.m. the Mayor suggested a break in the proceedings and the Council resumed business at 8.34 p.m.

96/09    RYDE THEATRE

The Council received an update on the future arrangements proposed by the Isle of Wight Council for the ownership and management of Ryde Theatre. John Metcalfe of the Isle of Wight Council would be pleased to speak to the Town Council on this matter. Members felt that the provision of space for the local community, such as the Council Chamber, should be included in any future proposals.

RESOLVED that John Metcalfe be invited to attend a special meeting of the Town Council, should that be necessary, as soon as a definite proposal is ready for consideration.

97/09    WORK IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER

The Clerk reported on suggested works by the Town Council to the Council Chamber. Three pictures of previous mayors of the former Ryde Borough Council were being repaired by the archivists and members suggested that photographs of mayors of Ryde Town Council could be added to the collection. 

The Mayor and Councillor Graham Pearce abstained from supporting this suggestion.

It was indicated that expenditure on a replacement carpet would not be a good use of public funds when the future use of the building was unsure. Councillor Adrian Axford felt that it was important to have good access to the Town Council’s meeting room so that it would not be a good idea to spend funds on the Council Chamber, with its uncertain future.

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith asked if the existing old Council Chamber chairs, table and bench could be kept and restored for future use. Councillor Wayne Whittle suggested that a contract carpet could cost around £150.

RESOLVED  that  

(i) For heritage purposes, the Isle of Wight Council be requested not to dispose of the old furniture in the Council Chamber.

(ii) Subject to the agreement of the Isle of Wight Council, quotes be sought for the fitting of an inexpensive “contract” carpet be laid on the lower section of the Council Chamber for health and safety reasons.

98/09    NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL IN RYDE

The Council noted that a public meeting will be held at Ryde High School on 17th July to provide an opportunity for residents to find out about any proposals submitted to establish the new Ryde Secondary School. The meeting will be chaired and facilitated by the Office of Public Management.

99/09    PELL LANE RECREATION GROUND

The Council received a short update from the Clerk on the legal advice requested by the Council on the impact of the Schools Competition on the future of the Pell Lane Recreation Ground.

100/09  PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 26th May and 8th June 2009 were received.

101/09  HIGHWAYS WORKING PARTY

The minutes of the Highways Working Party held on 16th June 2009 were received.

102/09  PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that payment be approved of those invoices totalling £18,316,56 shown on Appendix 1 and they be noted totalling £652.60 shown on Appendix 2 which had already been made under clause 3.4 of the Council’s Financial Regulations
103/09  DELEGATED PAYMENTS FOR RYDE REGATTA

A list of payments relating to Ryde Regatta Fun Day totalling £685.54 was included in Appendix 1 referred to in minute 102/09 above.

RESOLVED that delegated authority be given to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk to arrange to make any payments relating to Ryde Regatta that are required before the next Council meeting. 

104/09  GRANTS

RESOLVED that 

(i) A grant of £600 be made to the Ryde High School Global Rock Team towards the cost of their participation in the National 2009 Global Rock finals in Sheffield.

(ii) A grant of £1600 be made towards the continuation and expansion of the 2009 Ryde Arts Festival.

Councillor Malcolm Ross declared a personal and pecuniary interest in Ryde Arts Festival as he signed their accounts. He left the meeting during discussion of the above item.

Councillor Adrian Whittaker asked that his vote against resolution (ii) be noted in the minutes.

105/09  WARD ALLOCATIONS

Councillor Adrian Axford stated that if allocations are not spent, they cannot be approved to carry over unless specifically approved.

RESOLVED that the sum of £500 from Councillor Richard Fraser-Tait’s 2008/09 and 2009/10 ward allocations for Ashey Ward be made to Haylands Farm 

106/09  INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR 2008/09

RESOLVED that the report of the Internal Auditor, Jane Surridge, be received and noted.

107/09  SIGNITORIES FOR BANKING

RESOLVED that no change be made to the existing arrangements for the four signatories for banking.

108/09  CORRESPONDENCE

RESOLVED that the following items of correspondence be noted:

(i) A copy of a report on Food Mapping on the Isle of Wight produced by the Rural Community Council.

(ii) A copy of a letter from the Clerk at Havenstreet and Ashey Parish Council to the Isle of Wight Council’s Rights of Way Officer setting out its request that a de facto bridleway on Dame Anthony’s Common be fully registered.

(iii) A copy of a report from the Ethical Standards Committee giving feedback on its Member’s attendance at Town and Parish Council meetings.

RESOLVED that the letter from the Isle of Wight Society regarding the state of the Royal York Hotel, the ex- St John Ambulance building in Newport Street and the Vectis Hall be referred to the Planning Committee.
109/09  REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith said that the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils Scrutiny Committee will be taking another form and is empowered to co-opt members.

Councillor Tim Wakeley enquired as to progress into the Isle of Wight Council’s consultation paper on the youth service and was told by the Clerk that this had been delayed because of a change in Isle of Wight Council membership following the local elections.

The Mayor, Councillor David Woodward and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Brian Harris had represented the Town Council at the Armed Forces Day.

Councillor Wayne Whittle felt that there were insufficient cleaning staff to carry out the new public conveniences cleaning contract.

110/09  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the consideration of the following item.
111/09  HEARING LOOP

The Council considered a confidential report setting out the quotes received from three contractors for the installation of a hearing loop in the Council Chamber,

RESOLVED that the quote from Lifeline Alarms be accepted to purchase a permanent hearing loop for installation in the Council Chamber subject to final permission being sought from the Isle of Wight Council as freeholder of the building.
112/09  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Monday 3rd August 2009
Signed ……………………………………..(Mayor)  Dated ……………………………………
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