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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 5 OCTOBER 2009 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT RYDE TOWN HALL, LIND STREET, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Richard Fraser-Tait, Evelyn Gooch, Brian Harris, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Jeremy Whitby-Smith, Roger Whitby-Smith, Wayne Whittle, and David Woodward (Mayor).


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

Isle of Wight Councillor Ian Stephens

Katharine Arblaster- Environment and Neighbourhood Officer 

Police 

Mr Paul Wyatt – Chairman of Ryde Business Association

Mr Peter Wellington – Chairman of Ryde Regatta Association

Mr John Taylor, Ryde Branch, Royal British Legion

15 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Isle of Wight Gazette Reporter

Mrs Newbury asked the following questions

· Could the Town Council provide any further information on the Tesco 106 money?

The Mayor replied that the Town Council had no further information but the Clerks would make enquiries to the Isle of Wight Council for an update on the Tesco 106 money.

· Could the Town Council provide any further information on the Ryde Interchange Project and Ryde Theatre?

The Mayor informed Mrs Newbury that any decisions for the Ryde Interchange Project and Ryde Theatre, fell within the remit of the Isle of Wight Council.  The Clerks would make enquiries to the Isle of Wight Council for an update on the Ryde Interchange Project and Ryde Theatre.
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Charles Chapman, David Knowles and Adrian Whittaker. An apology had been received from Isle of Wight Councillor Vanessa Churchman.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Adrian Axford declared a personal interest in agenda item 7 as he is a member of the Ryde Regatta Association.

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in agenda item 25 as his property backs on to Pell Lane Recreation Ground.

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 as he is a member of the Ryde Business Association and a personal interest in agenda item 7 as he is a member of the Ryde Regatta Association, a personal interest in Ryde In Bloom as he was involved in the project this year and a personal interest in agenda item 20 as this is a request for an allocation for his electoral ward.

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith declared a personal interest in agenda item 22 – Payments. 

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 3 August 2009 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor. 

The Mayor agreed to a change in the order of the agenda and Item 25 – Haylands School Fireworks Display would be next

HAYLANDS SCHOOL FIREWORKS DISPLAY

Mr Martin Hill, Jubilee Fireworks informed the Town Council of the proposed arrangements for a Community Firework display, which will take place on the Pell Lane Recreation Ground. Mr Hill explained that he had been liasing with Mr Leppard from the Isle of Wight Council regarding the necessary licence and risk assessments and that this had now all been cleared by the Isle of Wight Council. 

Mr Hill was unhappy that he had been summoned to the meeting of Ryde Town Council to give a presentation on the proposed firework display. The clerk explained that Mr Hill had not been summoned by the Town Council and that an email had been received by a colleague requesting the opportunity to come and seek the support of the Town Council for the proposed event.

Isle of Wight Councillors Ian Stephens whilst supportive of Community Firework Displays expressed a range of concerns about the proposed even on Pell Lane Recreation ground.

After further discussion it was

RESOLVED that the Town Council would support the community fireworks display on Pell Lane Recreation ground event subject to all the necessary approvals being granted by the Isle of Wight Council.

ROYAL VICTORAIN RYDE CELEBRATIONS 2011

Mrs Diana Wood gave a short presentation on the proposals to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the opening of the Royal Victoria Arcade, Union Street, Ryde over a three day period in July 2011. A briefing paper had previously been circulated to Members setting out the plans for the proposed event. The event is being planned to coincide with the closing ceremony of the World Island Games and it was hoped that up to £20,000 would be raised in aid of Ryde charities. It was hoped that Ryde’s history would be recognised and it is the aim to recreate as much as possible the bustle and atmosphere of the 19th century and to involve local schools, community groups, bands, theatre groups, historical groups and local tradespeople. Mrs Wood informed the Town Council that the organisers were looking for possible financial support and advice from the clerks regarding licensing and risk assessments. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle expressed his support for the event.

The Mayor thanked Mrs Wood for his presentation and it was suggested that Mrs Wood draw up a project plan and complete the Town Council grant application form and send these to the clerk for the Council to consider at a future meeting.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2009

Mr John Taylor, Ryde Branch, Royal British Legion informed the Town Council on the plans for this year’s Remembrance Day Parades and asked the Council to consider allocating a budget for wreaths to be laid on behalf of the Town Council at Ryde, Ashey and Binstead. The wreaths would cost £86 and it was hoped that the Mayor would be in attendance for the parade with his cadet escort. Mr Taylor also requested that the Town Council consider granting a further sum of around £70 towards costs incurred for the hire of Ryde Theatre for the Festival of Remembrance on the 5th November.

Mr Taylor explained that the Poppy Appeal raised 30.3 million pounds and that the Royal British Legion are the biggest employers of disabled people in the country. Volunteers are needed for street collections and to help make 2009 another great fund raising year. Mr Taylor asked if anyone should have a few hours to spare and would like to help then please contact him directly.  

Councillor Adrian Axford expressed his support for this and suggested that a donation to the Royal British Legion should also be considered. Councillor Axford also suggested that a sum of £250 towards Remembrance Day be allocated in the budget for 2010/2011.

The Mayor thanked Mr Taylor for his presentation and it was 

RESOLVED that 

(i) funding of £250 be awarded to the Ryde Branch of the Royal British Legion towards Remembrance Day 2009. 

(ii) That this funding include an allocation of £86 towards the cost of the Town Council’s wreaths. £70 towards the cost of room hire and a donation of £94 to the poppy appeal. (This funding will be made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972).

RYDE CHRISTMAS EVENT 2009

Mr Paul Wyatt, Chair of Ryde Business Association (RBA) updated the Council on the proposed arrangements for the Ryde Christmas Event on the 5th December. The RBA now wished for the Town Council to consider becoming the lead organiser and insurer of the event. Mr Wyatt explained that this updated request was being made following information received from the Town Council’s insurers and following the decision to award grant funding to the Business Association for the event. 

Councillor Evelyn Gooch asked the clerks how the organisation of the event would impact on the already busy workload.

Both of the clerks gave a response and also reminded the Council that the decision made by the Council in September would mean the clerks were available to guide the Ryde Business Association through the licence process.

Councillor Tim Wakeley expressed concerns on the amount of time that the clerks would need to allocate in the organisation and supervision on the day for this event. The impact of the staff time would be at a greater cost to the Council and the Town Council should consider awarding further funding to cover the cost of the Ryde Business Association to have it’s own insurance cover for the event. 

After further debate it was 

RESOLVED that the Town Council award further funding of around £400 to pay for the Ryde Business Association’s insurance cover for the planned Christmas Event. The Clerks will act as consultants to the RBA in matters relating to licensing and risk assessments as agreed in the minutes of the last meeting.

RYDE REGATTA 2010

Peter Wellington, Chair of the Ryde Regatta Association gave feedback to the Town Council on the investigative work carried out by colleagues with the licensing department at the Isle of Wight Council. The clerk explained to the Council, that similarly to advice received for the Christmas Event, the Town Council’s insurers had advised that the Town Council should not insure an event that they were not the lead organisers for. 

Councillor Adrian Axford expressed his support for the concept that the Regatta should come back in house and a steering committee be set up by the Town Council to move the Ryde Regatta 2010 event forward.

After some discussion the Mayor suggested that a formal written request setting out the Ryde Regatta Association’s request for the Town Council to be the lead organisation for future Ryde Regatta’s, be sent to the clerks for consideration at the next Full Council meeting. 

RYDE IN BLOOM

Councillor Graham Pearce circulated a report informing the Town Council of the success of the trial ‘Ryde in Bloom’ that had taken place this year. Councillor Pearce proposed the event comes under Ryde Town Council for recognition and that financial support of £2600 be allocated in the 2010/2011 budget for next year’s   ‘Ryde In Bloom’ event. It is proposed that the event would be launched in Vernon Square Gardens during May with presentations at another event in September. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle expressed his support for the Ryde In Bloom Scheme.

It was 

RESOLVED that ‘Ryde In Bloom’ project be adopted by Ryde Town Council and that funding of £2600 be allocated in the 2010/2011 budget towards the scheme.

REPORTS

Isle of Wight Councillor Ian Stephens informed the Council that his report would be circulated by email to Members.

The police informed the Town Council that crime figures for April-September were down in Ryde by 100 compared to the figures for the same period last year.  That the Section 30, Anti Social Behaviour Order for Ryde seafront had not been renewed due to the drop in crime figures.

The nuisance with boy racers at Ryde Canoe Lake that had previously been reported had resulted in plain clothed officers on site and being able to issue Section 27- Dispersal Notices, 4 Public Order Offences, Speeding tickets and alcohol related offences. 

A street survey was currently being undertaken by the police.

Councillor Tim Wakeley expressed concerns that the Section 30 order had not been renewed. He felt that this had proved a very useful tool and regretted the loss of this facility. 

Councillor Adrian Axford questioned the logic behind the removal of the Section 30 Order. He felt that its removal may lead to a rise in crime figures again.

Councillor Wayne Whittle suggested that the Town Council ask the Clerk to write to the Superintendent to express the disappointment in the loss of the section 30.

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith asked if the police could deny or confirm rumour of the police station in Ryde being moved to another location. 

The police advised the Council that they were unaware of any such move, but would make enquiries and report back at the next meeting.

Councillor Brian Harris asked if the police had been made aware of windows being smashed in Salters Road.

The police informed the Council that they would look into this.

Katharine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer informed the Town Council of a Keep Britain Tidy Campaign including local schools. Anyone wishing to be involved should contact Katharine direct. 

Katharine advised the Council that The Department of Health would have a presence in Union Street and the High Street on the 23/24 October. The aim is to sign smokers up to free ‘quit smoking’.

APPOINTMENT OF A REPRESENTATIVE TO RYDE NEIGHBOUHOOD HOUSING GROUP

The Town Council was asked to consider a request from Medina Housing Association to appoint a representative to the Ryde Neighbourhood Housing Group. The Group will meet quarterly and aims to bring together relevant stakeholders who live and work within the local community and who have a mutual interest in the area. Information was available to Members from the Clerk prior to the meeting. The Mayor suggested this item be deferred to the next meeting to give those Members not present the opportunity to come forward and it was

RESOLVED that this item be deferred to the next meeting.

STANDING ORDERS/FINANCIAL REGULATIONS WORKING PARTY

Councillors Evelyn Gooch and Malcolm Ross indicated they no longer wished to be members of the Standing Orders/Financial Regulations Working Party. Councillors Brian Harris and Graham Pearce expressed their interest in being added to the membership and it was

RESOLVED that Councillors Brian Harris and Graham Pearce be added to the membership of the Standing Orders/Financial Regulations Working Party. The Working Party is due to hold it’s first meeting on at 2pm on 20 October 2009.

A TOWN CRIER FOR RYDE

The Mayor explained that investigative work was still being carried out regarding the employment and financial implications of the Councils involvement with any appointment of a Town Crier and it was agreed that this should be bought back to the Council when further investigations had taken place. 

YOUTH CONNEXIONS CONSULTATION

A copy of a report on the consultation considered by the Isle of Wight Council Cabinet on 28 July 2009 along with the presentation that is being given by the Isle of Wight Council’s Commissioner for Positive Activities at consultation meetings had previously been circulated. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley informed the Council that in his opinion there were flaws in the consultation programme and that he would be happy to prepare a draft response in consultation with the clerks to bring back to the next Full Council meeting and it was

RESOLVED that Councillor Tim Wakeley prepare a draft response in consultation with the clerks to bring back to the next Full Council Meeting.

HIGHWAYS PFI PROGRAMME – PROGRESS UPDATE

Representatives from the Town Council were required to attend the Isle of Wight Council briefing on the Highways Private Finance Initiative (PFI) Programme in the Council Chamber, County Hall at 5.30 on Thursday, 19 November 2009. Councillors Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross and David Woodward expressed their interest in attending and it was

RESOLVED that Councillors Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross and David Woodward be the Town Council representatives to attend the Isle of Wight Council briefing on the Highways Private Finance Initiative (PFI) Programme.

ISLAND PLAN CONSULTATION BRIEF – CONSULTATION ON WASTE SITES

A briefing note along with an extract from the Isle of Wight Council Consultation document had previously been circulated to Members. After some discussion it was agreed that the Council made no comment at this stage.

APPLEY CANOE LAKE INFORMATION BOARDS

A request had been received from the Isle of Wight Council to jointly fund the provision of 3 information boards at Appley Canoe Lake. The boards will provide information about feeding the waterfowl. The estimated cost is around £1800, of which the Town Council share is £900. An outline design and associated information about the boards had previously been circulated to Members.

Councillor Evelyn Gooch raised concerns over who would be responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the information boards.

Councillor Adrian Axford expressed his support.

Councillor Wayne Whittle shared Councillor Gooch’s concerns but thought the project would show good partnership working with the Isle of Wight Council.

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith reminded the Council that the information on the boards would only be advisory in attempt to control feeding of the waterfowl. It would be not enforceable.

Councillor Tim Wakeley applauded the design of the lectern style information boards but thought the Isle of Wight Council should be responsible for the purchase and installation. 

It was 

RESOLVED that the Town Council do not meet the costs to jointly fund the provision of 3 information boards at Appley Canoe Lake.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 24 August and 8 September 2009 were received.

ADDITIONAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING

It was

RESOLVED that an additional Town Council meeting be held on Thursday, 22 October 2009 to review the Council’s budget.

LETTER FROM THE AUDIT COMMISSION

The letter from the Audit Commission concerning the Annual Return for 2008/09, along with the Responsible Financial Officer’s response were received. 

The Clerk informed the Council that since the Responsible Financial Officer’s response the Town Council had now heard the Audit Commission had no further queries and the Annual Return would shortly be signed off. 

GRANTS

RESOLVED that

(i)   Grant funding of £2995 be awarded to the Isle of Wight Beach Soccer  Association towards the purchase of equipment and marketing tools.

(ii) Grant funding of £1000 be awarded to Iloveryde.com towards the promotional material and further development of Iloveryde.com and that        Iloveryde.com be asked to report back to the Town Council.

WARD ALLOCATIONS

RESOLVED that £250 of the 2009/20 ward allocation for Ryde North East be paid to the Vernon Square Preservation Society.

PAYMENTS

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith left the room and it was 

RESOLVED that payment be approved for those invoices totalling £18,022.11 shown on Appendix 1.

RYDE SKATEPARK

The Clerk gave a brief update on the progress made towards the Town Council’s leasing of the skateboard park on Ryde Esplanade from the Isle of Wight Council.

DEVELOPMENT OF A TOWN PLAN RYDE

The Clerks had previously circulated a report setting out updated proposals for the development of the Ryde Town Plan. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley informed the Council that he fully supported all 9 recommendations set out in the report but would expect to see an additional column on appendix A at a later stage setting out the outcomes specified against officer time.

It was 

RESOLVED that recommendations 2.1 to 2.9 set out in the report be agreed.

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Brian Harris informed the Council that he had attended the Mini Neighbourhood Day and had taken a photograph of the Council Clerks and stall for the next issue of the Beacon. 

Councillor Brian Harris also attended the Wightlink launch.

Councillor Brian Harris attended the Planning Appeal for Ryde School but had not yet heard the outcome. Councillors Graham Pearce, Wayne Whittle and Roger Whitby-Smith, were also in attendance.

Councillor Ivor Warlow attended an Armed Forces Day 2010 committee meeting, along with Councillors Brian Harris and David Woodward. Councillor Warlow informed the Council that possible funding from the Isle of Wight Council towards the event may be forthcoming. 

CORRESPONDENCE

RESOLVED that the following items of correspondence be noted

(i)    Isle of Wight Cemetry Warden Scheme – a letter received from the Footprint Trust Ltd regarding the IW Cemetry Warden Scheme.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following item and they are instructed to withdraw – in accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2) and Standing Order no.57.

RYDE TOWN PLANTING CONTRACT 2010

A letter had been received from Haylands Farm regarding the 2010 Ryde Town Planting contract. After discussion it was agreed that the Clerks visit Haylands Farm and report back at the next Full Council meeting.

NEW CARPET IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER

The Clerks had previously circulated a confidential report setting out the quotes received from three providers for the purchase and fitting of a replacement carpet in the Council Chamber, Ryde Town Hall.

Councillor David Woodward expressed his concern to go ahead with the purchase and fitting of a new carpet until the Town Council had been made aware of the future arrangements for Ryde Town Hall. It was

RESOLVED that this item be deferred until the Town Council had been made aware of the future arrangements for Ryde Town Hall.

The meeting closed at 10.10

Chairman
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