[image: image1.jpg]



RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 7 SEPTEMBER 2009 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT RYDE TOWN HALL, LIND STREET, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Brian Harris (Deputy Mayor and in the Chair), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Roger Whitby-Smith, Wayne Whittle, and Adrian Whittaker.

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

Isle of Wight Councillors Vanessa Churchman and Ian Stephens, 

Katharine Arblaster- Environment and Neighbourhood Officer, 

Mr Paul Wyatt – Chairman of Ryde Business Association

Mr Peter Wellington – Chairman of Ryde Regatta Association

Mr Steve King 

4 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Mrs Newbury asked the following questions

· Could the Town Council provide any further information on the IW County Press article regarding Ryde Interchange?

The Deputy Mayor replied that the Town Council had no further information but the Clerks were making enquiries to the IWC for an update on the Ryde Interchange.

· Mrs Newbury asked Councillor Tim Wakeley for clarification of the age range that applied to the County Youth Service

Councillor Wakeley confirmed the age range as a rule was 13 – 19 years although there were occasions that it worked with 11 plus. Youth’s with special needs may be supported up until the age of 25 years.

Mr Firth asked if the Town Council could provide any comment on the recent article that had appeared in The Gazette. Mr Firth referred to the inaccuracies of the article and asked if the Town Council were aware of how the Gazette reporter had received his information.

The Deputy Mayor confirmed that he had seen the article but was unaware of who the Gazette reporter had received information from. He suggested should Mr Firth have any concerns he should put them to put in writing to the Town Clerks.

Cllr Roger Whitby-Smith took the opportunity to advise the Council that Ryde Social Heritage Group had arranged a series of exhibitions and talks at the St Thomas Heritage Centre on Thursday 10th and Friday 11th September. The Centre would be open from 10am – 4pm.

Cllr Adrian Whittaker took the opportunity to ask on behalf of a member of the public, if the Town Council had any knowledge of mini-moto’s in Ryde.

The Deputy Mayor replied that the Town Council had not been contacted about mini moto’s in Ryde.



	

	

	128/09
	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Charles Chapman, Evelyn Gooch, Richard Fraser-Tait, David Woodward (Mayor) and Jeremy Whitby-Smith.



	129/09

130/09
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Adrian Axford declared a personal interest in agenda item 7 as he is a member of the Ryde Regatta Association.

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in agenda item 13 as his property backs on to Pell Lane Recreation Ground.

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 16 – payments, a personal interest in agenda item 6 as he is a member of the Ryde Business Association and a personal interest in agenda item 7 as he is a member of the Ryde Regatta Association.

Councillor Adrian Whittaker declared a personal interest in agenda item 7 as he attends the Ryde Regatta Association meetings, a personal interest in agenda item 13 as he is a Medina Housing Association tenant and a personal interest in agenda item 15 as this is a request for an allocation for his electoral ward.

MINUTES

	
	RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 3 August 2009 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor, subject to the

· addition of Councillor Richard Fraser-Tait being in attendance at the meeting

· Page 1 of 7 – ‘Councillor Timothy Wakeley’ is amended to read ‘Councillor Tim Wakeley’.

· Page 2 of 7 – ‘Mrs Reeks’ to be inserted in paragraph 2

· Page 5 of 7 – ‘Councillor Tom Wakeley’ is amended to read ‘Councillor Tim Wakeley’ in paragraph 2 of Reports from Town Councillors. 

· Page 6 of 7 – paragraph 1 is amended to read ‘Councillor David Woodward’, as it was the Mayor who gave a report on the Royal Visit. 

The Deputy Mayor agreed to a change in the order of the agenda and item 4 would now be later in the agenda.



	131/09
	A TOWN CRIER FOR RYDE

Mr Steve King gave a short presentation about his proposal to be appointed as a Town Crier for Ryde. Mr King provided a handout for Members that included an example of a job description for a town crier and several proposed uniform designs. It was hoped that any monies that may be charged by Mr King for cries would be donated to charities that he will choose. If an appointment by the Town Council was agreed Mr King would be available to commence his duties with effect from 16 December 2009 with any local announcements being made in the Town Square and St Thomas’s Square on a Wednesday and Saturday. All announcements would end with ‘God Save the Queen’.

Councillors Adrian Axford, David Knowles, Wayne Whittle, Tim Wakeley and Roger Whitby-Smith generally supported the idea in principal but were keen for further information to be available regarding the employment of a Town Crier and financial implications that this may have on the Council.  

The Deputy Mayor thanked Mr King for his very informative presentation and it was 

RESOLVED that Mr Steve King’s suggestion of a Town Crier for Ryde be agreed in principal subject to the Town Council’s Clerks providing more information about the employment and financial implications of the Councils involvement with any appointment at the October Full Council meeting.



	132/09

133/09

134/09

135/09

136/09

137/09

138/09

139/09

140/09

141/09

142/09

143/09

144/09

145/09

146/09

147/09

148/09


	RYDE CHRISTMAS EVENT

Mr Paul Wyatt, Chair of Ryde Business Association (RBA), thanked the Town Council for the projects, such as summer planting and lights, which had been carried out successfully throughout the town. The RBA are looking forward to seeing the Christmas Lights to which they will be contributing £1000. Thanks were also given to the RBA Members for the ‘iloveryde.com’ website. Mr Wyatt also passed on a message to the Town Council from Chamber of Commerce who congratulated the RBA and the Town Council on the Ryde feature currently showing on the Wightlink fleet.

Mr Wyatt was pleased that this Council had achieved and that there was a much more positive feel in Ryde and it was hoped that through further partnership working we would be a louder voice for Ryde.

Mr Wyatt then gave a short presentation on the RBA’s proposals for a Ryde Christmas Event scheduled for 5th December. The plans for the event are being developed by a small sub-committee of the RBA and it was hoped to provide the town with a programme of street entertainers and Christmas themed activities. Mr Wyatt then asked if it would be possible for the Council to consider being a co-sponsor for the event by providing the appropriate insurance cover and £1000 funding towards the event.  The Town Clerks had been helpful in the advice they had offered up to now and in their attendance at a recent RBA committee meeting and it was hoped that further advice could be given regarding licensing and risk assessments. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle thanked Mr Wyatt for his continued support of the Town Council.

Councillor Tim Wakeley expressed his support for the event but asked for clarification of the level of support that would be required from the clerks.

Mr Wyatt explained that support should be minimal and would be around the insurance and license advice.

The Deputy Mayor thanked Mr Wyatt for his presentation and after some discussion it was

RESOLVED that

(i) The Town Council will co-sponsor the Ryde Christmas Event on 5 December 2009 and grant funding of £1000 will be awarded to the RBA accordingly

(ii) That the Town Council as co-sponsor will insure the event through an addition to the Council’ existing insurance policy should this be deemed feasible by the Council’s insurers.

(iii) The Clerks will act as consultants to the RBA in matters relating to licensing and risk assessments.

RYDE REGATTA 2010

Peter Wellington – Chair of the Ryde Regatta Association gave a short presentation outlining the Ryde Regatta Associations proposals for the 2010 Regatta Event. Mr Wellington explained that the Regatta Association had held a meeting to consider whether it wished to resume the organisation of the event following the Town Councils intervention this year.  The Association felt that it did wish to go ahead and he explained that the Association had decided to reapply for a licence to sell alcohol at the event.  Mr Wellington requested that the Town Council appoint three representatives to sit on the Association Committee, but that the overall steer for the content and organisation of the event would remain with the Association. During the question and answer session that followed concerns were raised about the Town Council in insuring an event for which it was not the lead organiser. In addition, the Council was reminded that the Regatta Association had yet to apply for funding from the Town Council for the 2010 event and concern was expressed that if the Association’s licence application was unsuccessful the Town Council may again have to consider stepping in to organise the event at short notice. Owing to the uncertainty around the insurance for the event and whether the Association’s application for a new licence will be successful, the Deputy Mayor suggested that these issues be further investigated by the Town Council and the Regatta Association respectively and the information be brought back to the next Full Council meeting.  Mr Wellington agreed that this course of action was acceptable to the Association.

REPORTS

There were no reports from Isle of Wight Councillors
There was no police report.

Katharine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer, updated the Council on the recent works that had been undertaken by the team.

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith asked if the Environment and Neighbourhood Officers had been informed of any incidents of fouling in access ways to shop premises. Katharine Arblaster was unaware of any incidents and informed the Council that she would pass on the query to Sgt Steve Goodier, of Ryde Safer Community Partnership.
 PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 27 July and 10 August 2009 were received. 
APPOINTMENT OF A REPRESENTATIVE TO GEORGE STREET CENTRE

This item was deferred from the meeting held on the 3 August 2009. Councillor Tim Wakeley expressed an interest and informed the Council that he had met with the George Street Centre and was willing to be appointed as the Town Councils representative. It was 

RESOLVED that Councillor Tim Wakeley be appointed as the Town Council’s representative to the George Street Centre’s Governance Board.

OAKFIELD CHRISTMAS TREE
The Clerk presented the following options available from the Isle of Wight Council Parks and Beaches Office to replace the deceased Christmas Tree at Gassiotts Green, Oakfield. 

(i)   Cedar Fir (at no cost to the Town Council)

(ii)   Holly Tree (at no cost to the Town Council)

It was

RESOLVED that the Clerk advise Isle of Wight Councils Parks and Beaches that the majority of members expressed a preference for a Cedar Fir. 

PALM TREE MAINTENANCE

The Clerk informed the Council that the IWC had requested that the Town Council share the costs of removing the brown leaves from the Town Council’s Palmtrees along North Walk. These costs were estimated at around £20. It was

RESOLVED that the Council would share the costs of removing the brown leaves from the Town Council’s Palmtrees along North Walk. The costs are estimated at around £20.

MEDINA HOUSING ASSOCIATION MINI NEIGHBOURHOOD DAY

The Clerk gave a brief outline, of the proposals that had been received from Medina Housing Association for the Mini Neighbourhood Day scheduled for Thursday 1 October, 2009 at the Carnival Learning Centre, Westridge from 3.30pm – 6.30pm. 

Cllr Pearce suggested this was the ideal opportunity for the Council’s staff to be a front face to the local community and other agencies on behalf of the Council. It was

RESOLVED that the Clerks would be in attendance at the Mini Neighbourhood Day on Thursday 1 October, 2009.

BUDGET MONITORING REPORT UPDATE – MONTH 5

The clerk circulated a bank reconciliation paper from Gareth Hughes, Responsible Financial Officer in addition to the budget monitoring report that had been issued with the agenda. The Deputy Mayor informed the Council that Gareth was available by telephone or email should anyone have any questions relating to either paper. The report was duly noted.

WARD ALLOCATIONS

RESOLVED that £70 of the 2009/2010 ward allocation for St John’s west be paid to Ryde Elim Church for the purchase of craft supplies.

PAYMENTS

Councillor Graham Pearce left the room and it was

RESOLVED that payment be approved for those invoices totalling £21,887.28 shown on Appendix 1 and they be noted totalling £250 on Appendix 2 for Ryde Regatta and £104.01 for Armed Forces Day.

Councillor Graham Pearce rejoined the meeting.

The Deputy Mayor agreed to take agenda item 4 – Haylands Scout Hut as the next item

HAYLANDS SCOUT HUT

Councillor Vanessa Churchman, Isle of Wight Council, gave a brief outline of the proposed plans for a new Scout Hut in Haylands. The Scout group were in negotiation with the Isle of Wight Council for a suitable location which they believed may have been resolved and funding had already been sought. The group are now looking for the support of the Town Council for this project to continue. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley – Chair of Planning Committee suggested that it may be worthwhile for Mr Charlie Snow, Scout Group Leader, to attend a future Town Council Planning Committee meeting and give a short presentation about the Scout Group’s plans for a new Scout Hut.  

PELL LANE RECREATION GROUND

The Clerk informed the Council of the legal advice that had been received from National Association of Local Council’s legal team about the impact of the School’s Competition on the future of the Pell Lane Recreation Ground. A copy of the response was to be circulated in full to all Members.

RYDE SKATEPARK

The Clerk gave a brief update on the progress made towards the Town Council’s leasing of the skateboard park on Ryde Esplanade from the Isle of Wight Council. A copy of the draft licence was to be circulated to all Members for comment before being sent to the Council’s appointed solicitor.

NATIONAL ARMED FORCES DAY

Mr John Taylor, Ryde Branch Royal British Legion gave the Council an update on the proposed arrangements for the National Armed Forces Day on 26 June 2010. Mr Taylor had requested that the Town Council consider appointing 3 Members to a new Committee that had been formed by him to take the event forward and that the Town Council consider setting aside grant funding of £3000 in the 2010/1011 budget towards the event. This funding may be reduced should other funding sources be identified. A copy of Mr Taylor’s report and a DVD had previously been circulated to Members.  It was noted that Mr Taylor had recently been informed the Isle of Wight Council had withdrawn all support from the National Armed Forces Day and that funding had also been reduced to £1500. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley asked for clarification on staff support that may be required from the Town Council.

Mr Taylor informed the Council that there would be no support required from the Clerks. 

Councillor Adrian Axford urged Mr Taylor to apply for funding towards the event from other Town and Parish Councils as it should be supported Island wide. 

Mr Taylor informed the Council that the newly formed committee would be meeting on the last Tuesday of the month. The next meeting being Tuesday 28 September at 2.30pm at the Legion Club, St James Street, Ryde.

It was 

RESOLVED that

(i) grant funding of £3000 be set aside in the 2010/2011 budget towards the National Armed Forces Day on 26 June 2010. This may be reduced should other funding sources be identified. 

(ii) Councillors Brian Harris and Ivor Warlow be appointed as representatives to the new committee formed by Mr Taylor to take the event forward and that Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith be the Deputy. 

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Tim Wakeley had been invited to judge the ‘fun award’ at the illuminated procession at Ryde Carnival. Wight Strollers had been the worthy winners for their performance with ‘their zimmers’!

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith took the opportunity to raise the concerns he has with the skatepark fencing on the Esplanade being painted pink. It did not seem to fit with the historic significance and conservation of the area. 

The Clerk informed the Council this had already been noted and enquiries were being made.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Date of next meeting – Monday 5th October 2009. 

The Meeting closed at 9.01pm

Chairman
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