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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 18 MAY 2009 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT RYDE TOWN HALL, LIND STREET, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:


	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Richard Fraser-Tait Evelyn Gooch, Brian Harris, David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Timothy Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Jeremy Whitby-Smith, Roger Whitby-Smith, Wayne Whittle, Adrian Whittaker, and David Woodward.



	In Attendance

Also Present


	Saskia Kiernan, Deputy Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

Gareth Hughes, Responsible Financial Officer, Ryde Town Council

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council

4 Members of the public



	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Councillor Wayne Whittle was in the Chair for this part of the meeting.



	Mrs Newbury asked for an update on the work of the Harcourt Sands Working Party. The Deputy Clerk advised that the Working Party was intending to hold a site visit at Harcourt Sands after the Parish and Town Council elections

Mr Paul Wyatt, on behalf of the Ryde Business Association, indicated that the Business Association would welcome representation on the Town Council committee that deals with marketing and associated matters.

Carol Jaye from Ryde Arts Festival asked for an update on Ryde Regatta and offered the help of Ryde Arts in organising the event.



	60/09
	ELECTION OF MAYOR

RESOLVED

That Councillor David Woodward be elected Mayor.



	61/09
	MAYOR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Councillor David Woodward read out and signed his Declaration of Office. He then took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.



	62/09
	ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

RESOLVED

That Councillor Brian Harris be elected Deputy Mayor.



	63/09
	DEPUTY MAYOR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Councillor Brian Harris read out and signed his Declaration of Office.


	64/09
	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Councillor Charles Chapman. 



	65/09


	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal interest in agenda item 21, as he is a member of Ryde Regatta Committee.

Councillor Adrian Whittaker declared a personal interest in agenda item 21, as he is a member of Ryde Regatta Committee.

Councillor Adrian Axford declared a personal interest in agenda item 21, as he is a member of Ryde Regatta Committee.

Councillor Gary Axford declared a personal interest in agenda item 21, as he was previously a member of Ryde Regatta Committee.



	66/09


	MINUTES

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 6 April 2009 be confirmed and signed as an accurate record subject to the addition of apologies from Councillor Richard Fraser-Tait.


	67/09
	COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

Councillor Tim Wakeley introduced his proposals for the Town Council’s Committee structure. He explained that these should be considered in two parts; the first being the abolition of the Community Committee with the Community Plan becoming a function of Full Council and secondly, the abolition of the Finance Committee, with the consideration of all finance related matters, including grants, also reverting to Full Council. Councillor Wakelely suggested that should any detailed work need to be undertaken on matters such as the Community Plan this could be undertaken by Council- appointed working parties.

Councillor Wakeley’s proposals were then debated separately. Councillor Pearce spoke in favour of retaining the Community Committee, as he was concerned that marketing matters would not receive enough coverage if they reverted to Full Council. Other Members spoke in favour of abolishing the Community Committee and it was 

RESOLVED

That the Community Committee be abolished and that all matters falling within its remit revert to Full Council.

Members then considered the proposals relating to the Finance Committee. Councillor Wakeley indicated that he felt Finance Committee had caused a lot of duplication as its recommendations were often revisited in full at Council meetings. He recognised that Finance Committee could be given decision making powers but he felt that if this happened too few a number of Members would be involved in making these decisions. Councillor Adrian Axford felt that the abolition of the Finance Committee would make Full Council meetings very long. After some further debate it was 

RESOLVED

(i) That the Finance Committee be abolished and that all matters falling within its remit revert to Full Council.

(ii) That the Planning Committee with delegated powers to consider and comment on planning and licensing applications and related matters be formed for the 2009/10 municipal year.



	68/09
	THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES

RESOLVED
That Councillors Richard Fraser-Tait, Evelyn Gooch, Graham Pearce, Jeremy Whitby-Smith, Roger Whitby-Smith and Tim Wakeley be appointed to serve on the Planning Committee.



	69/09
	THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO WORKING PARTIES

RESOLVED

(i) That Councillors Adrian Axford, Richard Fraser-Tait, Brian Harris, Graham Pearce, Roger Whitby-Smith and David Woodward be appointed to the Highways Working Party with a remit to consider all highways related matters in Ryde.

(ii) That Councillors Adrian Axford, Evelyn Gooch, Malcolm Ross, Ivor Warlow, Tim Wakeley and David Woodward be appointed to the Standing Orders/Financial Regulations Working Party with a remit to review the Town Council’s Standing Orders and financial Regulations.

(iii) That Councillors David Knowles, Tim Wakeley and Wayne Whittle be appointed to the Harcourt Sands Working Party which has been established jointly with Nettlestone and Seaview Parish Council to consider the future of the Harcourt Sands site.



	70/09
	MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTION TO IWALC

RESOLVED

That the Town Council rejoin the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils and that the annual subscription of £1500 be paid accordingly



	71/09
	THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED

(i) That Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith be appointed as the Town    Council’s representative on the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils (IWALC).

(ii) That Councillor Tim Wakeley be appointed as the Town Council’s deputy representative on the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils (IWALC)

(iii) That Councillor Wayne Whittle be appointed as the Town Council’s representative on the Isle of Wight Council’s Beach Advisory Committee

(iv) That Councillor Brian Harris be appointed as the Town Council’s representative at the Ryde branch of Older Voices



	72/09
	COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

The draft minutes of the meeting of the Community Committee held on 20 April 2009 were received.



	73/09
	PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14 and 28 April 2009 were received.



	74/09
	FINANCE COMMITTEE

The mayor read out the recommendations of the Finance Committee held on 13 May 2009 and it was

RESOLVED

That a grant of £250 be made to each of the following –

i. Girls Venture Corps Air Cadet’s                                                    

ii. 1st Ryde 1st Binstead Scout Group
iii. Binstead & COB FC

iv. 1st Binstead Guides

v. Isle of Wight Musical Competition Festival



	75/09
	RISK ASSESSMENT

The Mayor indicated that a copy of the draft Risk Assessment had been circulated to all Members prior to the meeting. A Risk Assessment is required as part of the Town Council’s Annual Return to the Audit Commission and the draft had been considered by the Finance Committee on 13 May and been recommended for approval. The Mayor expressed his thanks to Mr Gareth Hughes for his work on preparing the Risk Assessment and it was 

RESOLVED
That the draft Risk Assessment be approved.



	76/09
	ASSET REGISTER

The Mayor indicated that a copy of the draft Asset Register had been circulated to all Members prior to the meeting. The draft had been considered by the Finance Committee on 13 May and been recommended for approval. Councillor Graham Pearce asked whether the palm trees purchased by the Town Council should be included on the Register and the Mayor indicated that the Register should be amended accordingly. It was then

RESOLVED

That the draft Asset Register be approved, subject to the inclusion of the Town Council’s palm trees.



	77/09
	APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 2009/10

RESOLVED

That a tendering process for the appointment of an internal auditor for the Town Council, as required by clause 4.4. of the Council’s Financial Regulations, commence as soon as possible.



	78/09
	END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 2008-09/ANNUAL RETURN

RESOLVED

(i) That the end of year accounts for 2008-09 be approved.

(ii) That the Annual Return, Section 1 (statement of accounts) and Section 2 (Annual Governance Statement) be approved and signed by the Mayor accordingly.



	79/09
	PAYMENTS

RESOLVED

That the following invoices be authorised for payment by the Clerk: 
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	80/09
	RYDE REGATTA

The Mayor explained that a letter had been received from the Chairman of the Ryde Regatta Association informing the Town Council that this year’s Regatta would not be going ahead. After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Town Council should establish a working party to oversee the arrangements of this year’s Regatta. This will be a one-day event aimed at families on Saturday, 11 July 2009. The Deputy Clerk indicated that the Town Council would need to formally request that the grant funding provided to the Regatta Association for this year’s event be returned to the Town Council. The Deputy Clerk also explained that should the Town Council decide to take over the arrangements for the Regatta the Council’s staff would need to be redeployed from other work to the Regatta due to the time constraints involved.

RESOLVED
That the Town Council will take over the arrangements for this year’s Ryde Regatta and will concentrate on providing activities for a family fun day on 11 July 2009.


	81/09
	CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED

That the calendar of meetings for 2009/10 be approved.


	
	The meeting closed at 8.40pm

Chairman
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		Payee

		Details

		

		Total Amount



		

		

		£

		£



		Expenses incurred by Clerk

		Expenses - 

		45.00

		



		Expenses incurred by Deputy Clerk

		Expenses

		47.77

		



		Expenses incurred by RFO

		Mileage/parking

		 56.52    

		



		Staples

		Administration costs

		  177.92

		



		Southern Electric

		Anglesea supply

		21.43

		



		Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils

		NALC Standing Orders and Chairmanship

		11.50

		



		IW Beacon Ltd

		Newsletter - May

		253.00

		



		British Telecom

		Telephone bill

		17.25

		



		Isle of Wight Council

		Salaries - March

		9347.56

		



		Isle of Wight County Press

		Notice

		44.99

		



		Southern Electric

		Unmetered supply (Lighting)

		728.43

		



		

		

		10.734.12

		






