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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 1 FEBRUARY 2010 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT RYDE TOWN HALL, LIND STREET, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Brian Harris (Deputy Mayor), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Roger Whitby-Smith, Adrian Whittaker, Wayne Whittle, and David Woodward (Mayor).
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

31 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Isle of Wight Gazette Reporter

Katharine Arblaster - Environment and Neighbourhood Officer

Vic Gallucci – Organiser of the Classic Car Show

Simon Dennis – IWC Community Safety Operations Manager

Tricia Stillman – IWC Esplanades and Beaches Officer

Colin Schooling – IWC Dog Control Officer

Mr Nigel Smith – Chairman of the Ryde Business Association thanked the Town Council for all of their support towards the Christmas Fun Day held on the 5th December 2009. The day was a great success and the RBA will be looking to build on this for the Christmas Fun Day for 2010.

Mr Smith expressed his concerns regarding the Tesco 106 monies and would like to make enquiries as to the current situation?

The Mayor explained that IWC is in the process of finalising proposals for the scheme and had been advised that the Business Association would like to be consulted on these. 

Mrs Newberry asked why it is not possible for items shown after agenda item 18 to be placed prior to the exclusion of the press and public.

The Mayor explained that all of the items after agenda item 18 excluded the press and public in accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2) and Standing Order no. 57 – contract matters.

Mr Paul Wyatt informed the Town Council that it was great to see everyone working for Ryde and thanked Councillor Tim Wakeley for speaking on behalf of Ryde Residents on a planning application.
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Charles Chapman, Evelyn Gooch, Richard Fraser-Tait and Jeremy Whitby-Smith.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in agenda item 4 as he has owns a dog and is a dog walker.

Councillor David Knowles declared a personal interest in agenda item 4 as he owns a dog and is a dog walker.

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal and prejudicial in agenda item 20 as he is a promoter and declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 21 & 22 as he is a printer with an interest in the tendering process. 

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith declared a personal interest in agenda item 4 as he owns a dog and is a dog walker.

Councillor Adrian Whittaker declared a personal interest in agenda item 4 as he uses the ‘Wightdogs.com’ website.

Councillor Wayne Whittle declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 12 as he has a business located at the interchange on Ryde Esplanade. 

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 7 December 2009 be approved as true and accurate records of the meeting and signed by the Mayor subject to the minute numbers

221/09 (ii) being amended to read Councillors Brian Harris and Wayne Whittle be appointed to the Town Plan Steering Group. 

225/09 fifth paragraph being amended to read that Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith re entered the room.

PROPOSED DOG EXCLUSION (IOW) ORDER

The Mayor welcomed Mr Simon Dennis, IWC Community Safety Operations Manager, Tricia Stillman, IWC Esplanades and Beaches Officer and Colin Schooling, IWC Dog Control Officer to the meeting. He explained that following the Town Council’s support of Wightdogs.com alternative proposal and those comments having been forwarded to the Isle of Wight Council, IWC Officers were in attendance today to give an update on the Dog Exclusion Order. 

Mr Dennis circulated papers showing the current excluded zones and the proposed new excluded areas. He explained that the current exclusions had restrictions over 3 beaches and the new proposals reduced these excluded areas to one beach.

Councillors expressed concerns over the signage to indicate the excluded areas, it was currently misleading and all signs should be updated to see greater clarity in defining the excluded areas..

Mr Dennis confirmed that signage would be placed where possible and that dog wardens will be looking to educate people about the changes.

Councillor Whittaker asked how many fixed penalty notices had been issued during the summer last year

Mr Dennis confirmed that only 1 fixed penalty notice had been issued and that the IWC currently had difficulty with enforcement as boundaries were unclear at present. 

Councillors expressed their concerns that there would still be difficulty with enforcement unless a system was in place to implement boundaries clearly. 

A question was raised with regard to horses being able to use the beaches.

Mrs Stillman informed the Town Council that there was currently a bye law being looked at for the regulation of horses on the beach.

Councillor Tim Wakeley expressed his concerns that through recent consultation for this exclusion order, wide representation had been made to the original proposals with no revision. It was therefore disappointing not to have been listened to and does not encourage people to participate in local democracy.

A spokesperson for the public in attendance, Mrs Pat Green, raised concerns about the ownership of the beach, the needs of local dog owners vs tourism and the rubbish left on the beach after beach soccer tournaments. The Mayor undertook to raise the issue of the rubbish with the Isle of Wight Council.

The Mayor thanked the IWC Officers and members of the public for attending the meeting.

CLASSIC CAR SHOW

Mr Vic Gallucci gave a short presentation on the proposed arrangements for the 2010 Classic Car Show and asked the Town Council to consider a request for grant funding to support traffic management arrangements and first aid provision for the show.

Councillor Adrian Axford expressed his support for this event.

Councillor Wayne Whittle thanked Mr Gallucci for all his efforts over the past with this show and for bringing people to the Island, a classic event for a classic town. 

It was

RESOLVED that grant funding of £515 be awarded to Mr Vic Gallucci towards the traffic management arrangements and first aid provision for the Classic Car Show 2010.

GRANTS

RESOLVED that

(i)    Grant funding of £5000 be awarded to Ryde Arts Festival towards the        2010 Festival.

(ii)    Grant funding of £500 be awarded to Ryde Rowing Club towards the annual Hants and Dorset Championship Regatta.

(iii)    Grant funding of £200 be awarded to the Cycle Safe Project towards a Cycle Safety Roadshow to be held on the 20 March 2010.

REPORTS

There were no Isle of Wight Councillor’s reports.

There was no police report.

Katharine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer informed the Town Council that the team would be targeting areas for dog fouling, with early morning and additional patrols. 

The CCTV camera located at Appley was no longer in use and it was debateable if it was working due to the adverse weather the camera may be subject to in its current position. Requests are being made to have the signs removed as the IWC are unable to carry on monitoring/repairing the CCTV Camera. 

Councillor David Knowles would make enquiries to the Isle of Wight Council.

STANDING ORDERS/FINANCIAL REGULATIONS WORKING PARTY

Councillor Adrian Axford asked the Town Council to consider the attached report setting out the recommendations of the Standing Orders/Financial Regulations Working Party.

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith agreed to recommend the report with an additional amendment in the foreword to reflect the usage of the title Mayor in replace of Chairman.

It was RESOLVED that the revised standing orders and financial regulations be approved subject to the amendments agreed at the meeting.

2010/2011 BUDGET AND PRECEPT

Councillor Adrian Axford introduced the agenda item and recommended that Members consider and approve the previously circulated report and appendix from the Town Council’s Responsible Financial Officer setting out a proposed budget and precept for 2010-2011.

Councillor Adrian Whittaker left the room.

It was RESOLVED that the report and appendix setting out a proposed budget and precept for 2010-2011 be agreed and the Isle of Wight Council be informed of the Town Councils intention to seek a precept of £200,000.

RYDE REGATTA

A report from the clerks proposing the establishment of a Steering Group to oversee the arrangements for the 2010 Ryde Regatta and to consider co-opting representatives from local groups onto the Group had previously been circulated.

Councillor Tim Wakeley recommended to adopt the paper and 

it was RESOLVED that

(i) all of the recommendations 2.1 to 2.6 contained within the Clerks report, Ryde Regatta Steering Group  be agreed.

(ii) that Councillors David Knowles, Tim Wakeley and David Woodward be appointed to the Ryde Regatta Steering Group. 

(iii) that the vacancy for another Town Councillor to be appointed to the Ryde Regatta Steering Group be offered to Councillors who were absent from the meeting.

DEVELOPMENT OF A TOWN PLAN FOR RYDE

The Clerks informed the Town Council that they had met with Estelle Thomas from the Rural Community Centre and that the first meeting of the Town Plan Steering Group was to be scheduled for the 25th March 2010.

ESPLANADE STATION

The Clerks gave a brief update on the response that had been received from the Secretary of State for Transport following issues raised at the last meeting. The response indicated that Network Rail and Southwest Trains are intending to undertake some improvements to the Esplanade station in the summer.

It was suggested that a site meeting be arranged with representatives from the Ryde Business Association and Councillor Edward Giles, IWC Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport,  to ensure that the 1.5 million pounds allocated to public realm works on Ryde Esplanade by the Isle of Wight Council, following the cancellation of the Interchange project be spent for the best effect for Ryde Town. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerks write to the Chairman of the Ryde Business Association and Councillor Edward Giles, IWC Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport to agree a suitable date for a site meeting. 

Councillor Adrian Whittaker re-entered the room

PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 16, 30 November and 14 December 2009 were received. 

WARD ALLOCATIONS

RESOLVED

(i)  that £250 from Councillor Wayne Whittle’s ward allocation for 2009/10 for Ryde South East be paid towards the extension of the Binstead and Haylands Community Bus Service. (Approved under s26-29 of the Local Government and Rating Act 1997).

(ii) that £250 from each of Councillor Adrian Axford and Councillor David Woodward’s ward allocation for 2009/20 for Ryde North West be paid to Haylands Farm.

. 

PAYMENTS

Councillor Ivor Warlow raised a question with regard to the salaries payment to the IWC. The Clerks will enquire and bring an explanation back to the next meeting as an agenda item and due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed the public and press be excluded in accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 (2) and the Town Councils Standing Orders.

It was RESOLVED that payment be approved for those invoices totalling £18,872.44 shown on Appendix 1.

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Tim Wakeley attended an Isle of Wight Council (IWC) Planning Meeting that had lasted for approximately 7 hours. The IWC agenda setting had the items of interest to Ryde Town Council as the first item and the last. 

Councillor Wakeley expressed his concern at the appalling meeting and informed the Council that this matter be placed on record by the Clerks. 

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith attended a meeting of the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils (IWALC) and asked that the IW Councillors who were present at the Town Council meeting be supportive of the Isle of Wight County Training Partnership when it is mentioned through the setting of the Isle of Wight Council budget process.

IWALC would be writing to the IWC Electoral Services to request that should there be a General Election on the 6 May 2010 that the local Parish Elections be held on the same day and not moved to a later date.

Councillor Brian Harris attended an Older Voices meeting and held a ‘question and answer’ session about Ryde Town Council for those that were present. 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as 1 March 2010.

Councillor Graham Pearce left the meeting.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following items and they are instructed to withdraw – in accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2) and Standing Order no.57 – contract matters.

RYDE TOWN PLANTING CONTRACT 2010/2011

The Mayor gave a brief update regarding the 2010 Ryde Planting Contract and it was 

RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Chairman of Planning Committee to award the contract for the Ryde Town Planting Contract 2010/2011.

RYDE THEATRE

Councillor Wayne Whittle and the Clerk gave an update on the future plans for Ryde Theatre

RYDE TOWN MAPs  2010 and 2011

A confidential report had previously been circulated regarding the allocation of the Ryde 2010 and 2011 Town Maps contract. Following discussion it was

RESOLVED 
(i)  that the contract for the design and printing of the 2010 and 2011 Ryde Town Maps be awarded to Crossprint.

(ii) that delegated authority be given to the Clerks, in consultation with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, to set the cost of an advert in the 2010 Town Map in line with previous years.

(iii) that delegated authority be given to the Clerks, in consultation with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, to liaise with the successful contractor regarding the design and accuracy of the 2010 and 2011 Town Maps.

(iv) that delegated authority be given to the Clerks to arrange distribution of the Town Map, should it be required.

RYDE EVENTS POSTER 2010/11

A confidential report had previously been circulated regarding the allocation of the contract for 2010 Ryde Events Poster(s)

It was RESOLVED

(i) that all of the recommendations contained within the Clerks report, Allocation of the Contract for 2010 Ryde Events Poster(s) be agreed.

(ii) that the contract for the 2010 Ryde Events Poster be awarded to ‘Peekaboo’.

The meeting closed at 10:30pm

Chairman
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