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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 12 APRIL 2010 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT RYDE TOWN HALL, LIND STREET, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Brian Harris (Deputy Mayor), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Tim Wakeley, Roger Whitby-Smith, Wayne Whittle, and David Woodward (Mayor).
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

25 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Katharine Arblaster - Environment and Neighbourhood Officer

Janis Mundell – Ryde Cemetery Restoration Project

Mrs Brenda Wade, Appley Beach Hut owner, spoke to the Town Council on behalf of the members of the public in attendance. Mrs Wade informed Councillors of the high increase in rent that had been set by the Isle of Wight Council. Beach hut owners were very disappointed by the increase, especially as they had to abide by strict conditions set out within the license and nearby facilities were not in good condition. The public toilets were dirty and the shower point had not worked for a long period of time. Rubbish collections also appeared to have been reduced. Concerns were expressed over the number of rats that had been seen underneath some of the beach huts. 

It was noted that owners of beach huts in Seaview had also made complaints to Nettlestone and Seaview Parish Council and their local Isle of Wight Councillor about the increased costs.

Councillor David Knowles explained that he had also received many complaints about this issue as the local Isle of Wight Councillor and that he had spoken with Councillor Reg Barry regarding beach hut owners giving consideration to forming an association.  

Councillor Wayne Whittle entered the meeting at 7:10pm.

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith suggested that the Mayor ask the clerks to write to the Isle of Wight Council seeking clarification of the facilities mentioned.  Councillor Whitby-Smith also thanked the owners of the beach huts for keeping them in such good condition.

Councillor Wayne Whittle informed those present that the rubbish collections were shortly to go to a summer service collection which would be twice daily.

Councillor Tim Wakeley asked the beach hut owners to give great consideration to forming an association as banding together  would give strength and with the help of their local Isle of Wight Councillors may have the chance to negotiate with the Isle of Wight Council. Councillor Wakeley also suggested that letters should still be written individually. 

Mr Firth expressed his concern about a matter concerning the forthcoming parish and town council elections. The Mayor informed Mr Firth that the election are not managed by the Town Council and advised that he should address his concerns to the elections office at the Isle of Wight Council.

Mrs Newberry asked for updates on agenda items 7,11 and 18. 

The Mayor stated that updates would be given once the Town Council reached those agenda items. 
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Gary Axford, Charles Chapman, Richard Fraser-Tait, Ivor Warlow and Jeremy Whitby-Smith.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 20 – payments. 

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 as he is a member of the Friends of Ryde Cemetery.

Councillor Wayne Whittle declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 12 as he has a business located at the interchange on Ryde Esplanade. 

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 1 March 2010 be approved as true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.

MEMBERS QUESTIONS

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith was intrigued by the Tree Preservation Order (TPO) relating to the Millfield Site that had earlier had been circulated by the Clerk as he was unaware that there was a tree on the site. The clerks agreed to raise this application with the Isle of Wight Council Tree Officer and ask that Councillor Whitby-Smith be copied into the reply.

Councillor Graham Pearce informed the Town Council that he had made enquiries to the Isle of Wight Council over the recent information released about the future of the Dotto train service and its withdrawal at the end of this year. Councillor Pearce would circulate the response to Members once received. 

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced that a letter had been received from the Historic Ryde Society thanking the Town Council for their generous support. The Society looked forward to giving a positive report to a future Town Council meeting.

An invitation had been received for a representative to attend the IW Shoreline Management Plan Review. This would be covering coastal flooding and erosion. The review was scheduled for 19 April 2010 at 3pm at Northwood House should anyone wish to attend. 

The Mayor read out the response letter from Councillor Edward Giles following the Town Councils letter to the Isle of Wight Council regarding the disappointment of the withdrawal of the promised 1.5 million pounds that was to be allocated to public realm works on the Esplanade. Members expressed their disappointment at the response and asked the Mayor to write again to Councillor Giles. Councillor Ross noted that some of the projects mentioned by Councillor Giles either fell outside the Ryde boundaries or had been funded by agencies other than the Isle of Wight Council.

CEMETERY RESTORATION PROJECT

Janis Mundell gave a presentation to the Town Council on the Ryde Cemetery Restoration Project. In 2007, Heritage Lottery awarded funding to restore the cemetery. In addition there will be a Heritage Learning Centre located within the chapel and schools were being approached to run an educational school programme. It was hoped by having IT equipment available with broadband links that the community would be able to benefit from the project for the next 10 years. On the 17 July 2010 there will be an open day with educational, conservation and craft workshops.

Councillor David Knowles was extremely pleased to have been able to see the restoration taking place over the past 2½ years.

Councillor Tim Wakeley agreed that the restoration had been very pleaseubg and the general ambiance to the area had been improved. 

The Mayor thanked Janis Mundell for attending and gave appreciation on nehalf of the Town Council for all that had been achieved. 

GRANTS

Councillor Tim Wakeley declared a personal interest in this agenda item as he has a grandson who is a Beaver at the 1st Ryde 1st Binstead Scout Group.

RESOLVED that

(i)    Grant funding of £1000 be awarded to the 1st Ryde 1st Binstead Scout Group towards the purchase of a range cooker to upgrade cooking facilities at the Group’s scout hut.

REPORTS

Katharine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer thanked the Town Council for the support towards the Cycle Safe Project. The Cycle Safety Roadshow was held on 20 March 2010 and despite the weather had been very successful. A ‘wash-up’ meeting was to be held to put a template in place for future raodshows.

Councillor Brian Harris left the meeting room.

Councillor Roger Whitby-Smith thanked Katharine Arblaster for her previously circulated report and asked if clarification could be given on how the report figures classified low level anti-social behaviour. Katharine explained that this was based on personal judgement. 

Councillor Brian Harris returned to the meeting. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle informed the Town Council that the Isle of Wight Council Cabinet would be considering the proposed Dog Exclusion (IOW) Order. Following the alternative proposal put forward by Wightdogs.com and supported by Ryde Town Council and residents it was likely that the Isle of Wight Council would not proceed with the order that related to the Ryde beaches.
There was no police report.

WORKING PARTY TO REVIEW INTERNAL AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS AND RISK ASSESSMENT

Councillor Adrian Axford introduced the agenda item asking the Town Council to receive and accept recommendations of the Internal Audit, Risk Assessment and Grants Working Party, which had met on 19th March 2010.

It was RESOLVED that the following recommendations of the Internal Audit, Risk Assessment and Grants Working Party be accepted.

1. That the Audit Plan be applicable for the 2009-10 year and associated Annual Return.

2. That the RFO seek three quotations from suitably qualified auditors, to undertake its Internal Audit for the 2009-10 financial year and that the successful auditor be appointed for a three year period.

Councillor Tim Wakeley suggested that the Working Party reconvened to look at a suitable strategy for the Town Council’s Grants. 

Councillor Adrian Axford agreed and the RFO would convene a meeting.

Councillor Adrian Axford left the meeting at 8:35pm

MARKETING PROJECTS – ONBOARD TV

The Clerk informed the Town Council that following last years successful showing of a generic feature promoting Ryde onboard the Wightlink Fishbourne to Portsmouth ferry crossing, that there was an opportunity for the production to be run again onboard the ferry throughout the last 2 weeks of July and August 2010 at a cost of £3000.

Councilllor Wayne Whittle informed the Town Council that in his opinion the feature had been very successful and retailers had given feedback to say they had been very pleased with the marketing project. 

Councillor Brian Harris praised the production but thought that there needed to be a few amendments to some of the text prior to re running the feature. It was also suggested that the Town Council should explore the possibility of a few new shots at the top of the town being added to the film. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley suggested the clerks look into the possibility of the feature being run on the Yarmouth to Lymington ferry crossing. The clerks agreed to investigate this further and bring a quotation for consideration to the next meeting. 

It was RESOLVED that following amendments to the text and the possibility of further shots at the top of the town being added to the film that the Town Council should seek to run the production again onboard the Wightlink Fishbourne to Portsmouth ferry crossing throughout the last 2 weeks of July and August.

DEVELOPMENT OF A TOWN PLAN FOR RYDE

The Clerks informed the Town Council that the inaugural meeting of the development of the Ryde Town Plan had taken place on 25 March in the George Centre and had been very well attended by various organisations. Estelle Thomas, Rural Community Council gave a presentation explaining the development of a town plan. The clerk reminded the Town Council that a decision had previously been taken to establish a steering group to steer the town plan and that it was hoped consultation would be carried out from smaller focus groups that would be championed from within the group. Two further meeting dates had been set, 29 April and 24 June. 

Councillor David Woodward explained that these next meetings would look at the format of the steering group and that it was hoped to find a chair from within the community.

ESPLANADE STATION

There was nothing further to report.

2009/2010 BUDGET

It was RESOLVED that 

(i)  the surplus of £4500 from the 2009/2010 budget allocated towards the 2009 Regatta be carried forward to support the 2010 event

(ii)  the current budget of £16500 would have an additional £3500 allocated in the 2010/2011 budget for a contingency fund for the Regatta.

It was noted that the final accounts from 2009/2010 would be presented to the Town Council at the next meeting.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 8 and 22 February and 8 and 22 March 2010 were received.

REGATTA STEERING GROUP

The notes of the Regatta Steering Group meeting held on 24 February 2010 were received.

HIGHWAYS WORKING PARTY

The minutes of the Highways Working Party held on 25 March 2010 were received and it was agreed that the following recommendation within minute 9

Min 9: That the Town Council consider lodging a request with the Highways Department to introduce additional no unloading kerb stripes outside the Georg Street Centre in Ryde

be deferred to allow the Highways Working Party time to carry out consultation with the George Street Centre Management and their users. 

DELEGATED DECISIONS

The delegated decisions taken in respect of the following contracts were noted and it was 

RESOLVED

(i)That the contract for the delivery of Ryde Regatta 2010 be awarded to the Ryde East Community Association.

(ii) That the contract for the 2010 and 2011 Ryde Floral Planting Scheme be awarded  to Islandwide Grounds Maintenance

SKATEPARK SHADOW MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The notes of the Skateboard Shadow Management Committee held on 3 February 2010 were received.

Councillor Tim Wakeley gave an update to the Town Council on the skatepark refurbishment project following a letter that had been received by the Chair of the Skatepark User Group from the Isle of Wight Council. Matthew Chatfield, Isle of Wight Council Officer, expressed that the concerns raised within this letter be shared with the Town Council and other interested parties. 

Councillor Wakeley explained that the Isle of Wight Council owned the freehold of the land, plus the fence and gate. The structures within are owned and managed by the user group but no formal agreement exists for their occupation of the site. Ryde Town Council have funded works on the site and the Isle of Wight Council are acting in consultation with RTC for the terms of a licence on the site. The Isle of Wight Council have also made it clear that should the Town Council no longer support the project that they would not continue work on it and it would probably be ended. 

The user group have for months been working on the site, and have been unable to provide information as to when it will be open and they are still raising funds despite a large amount having already been spent on the site so far. Isle of Wight Council have expressed their concerns over the completion and also of the condition of the structure on site as some of it is appears to be in poor condition for something so recently constructed, giving misgivings about whether the site is fit for purpose. 

The letter to the user group also had very serious concerns about a recent incident in which an unauthorised user of the site was badly hurt. 

In the interest of public safety if these matters cannot be resolved then the IWC will reoccupy the site and if necessary remove the entire structure. Currently the position is that the IWC have instructed an immediate inspection of the site and structure. Depending on the results of the engineers report the IWC will try to ensure that the user group bring the structure into use for a realistic sum of money or with a realistic timescale. The IWC will also set the user group a deadline for the completion of the site, probably 3 months. If the site then remains unopen and not fit for use the IWC will reoccupy the site with the intention of in due course building a conventional skatepark, similar to the one at Seaclose. 

The Shadow Management Committee and the User Group are now awaiting the content of the inspection report.

DATES OF MEETINGS

The dates of two future council meetings were agreed as 17 May and 14 June 2010 (Annual Meeting).

PAYMENTS

Councillor Graham Pearce left the meeting room.

It was RESOLVED that payment be approved for those invoices totalling £17,512.41 shown on Appendix 1.

Councillor Graham Pearce re entered the meeting room.

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Brian Harris reported that he had attended the anniversary of celebrating 100 years of business support to the Isle of Wight Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Industry. The Mayor or Deputy Mayor had been invited to say thank you for being a former member of the Isle of Wight Chamber of Commerce.

The meeting closed at 9:30pm

Chairman
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