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RYDE

TOWN  COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 9th AUGUST 2010 AT THE ACTIVITY ROOM, GEORGE STREET CENTRE, RYDE
Present:    Councillors David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Tim Wakeley , David Woodward and Tony Zeid.
In Attendance:    David Mellor (Administration Officer).

______________________________________________________________

102/10        APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from  Councillors Brian Harris and Debbie Taylor.
103/10        DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

                   Councillor  David Knowles declared a personal non pecuniary interest in planning application  P/01095/10 for 115, High Park Road, as it was within his Ward.
104/10        MINUTES
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee held on  26th July  2010  be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman .

105/10        PROGRESS ON ACTION TAKEN

1.  – Questions asked at last meeting by Mr R. Whitby-Smith
Further to the question on behalf of the Ryde Branch of the Isle of Wight Society and the Civic Trust as to what progress had been made by the Isle of Wight Council towards the appearance of the Royal York Hotel , George Street and the Vectis Hall, Melville Street it was reported that :-

(a) – One half of the owners of the Vectis Hall wished to sell their share but the other half were not interested in selling. The owner wishing to sell had approached the the Heritage Initiative Project Officer, Lee Byrne suggesting that he would like to improve the property but has not come up with anything yet. The Hampshire Buildings Preservation Trust had been approached regarding the “ back to backing “ of the building, which means obtaining the building by compulsory purchase and then sell for a nominal amount to a partner if the Council were to consider Compulsory Purchase but the Hampshire Trust are unable to help. Without a partner to “back to back “ the building it is difficult to move forward positively with the site. Lee Byrne had regularly asked the owners’ agent to try and tidy the site. “Save Britain’s Heritage” have it on their website for anyone interested in purchasing but the ownership issues make this rather complicated.  He has had a couple of enquiries but nothing had transpired. He feels that there is little they can do because the Council are extremely unlikely to pursue a CPO without having a partner to immediately release the building.
(b) – Lee Byrne and the Enforcement Officer had met the owner of the Royal York Hotel in March and an undertaking was given to improve the external appearance of the building but he could not do this because he had other hotels on the Island requiring attention before the holiday season started. He had subsequently offered  to tidy the building soon. Another alternative  could be the conversion and refurbishment of the building but any negotiations at this stage would be confidential.
(c) -  Mr Whitby-Smith had also asked why the Central Public Conveniences had been closed since Ryde Theatre had been leased to the Platform One Group. Enquiries were made and Maureen Smith of IW  Council had said that the Engineering Services Department had made or approved the decision to close the Central Conveniences and she does not believe that there is any intention of reopening but will pass the query on so that they can reply in detail and correct her if she is wrong.

Councillors were very concerned at the loss of this amenity and understood  that Councillor Wayne Whittle was  inquiring into the matter, the site of which was in the Ward of Councillor Arthur Taylor. It was also reported that the conveniences provided for the shoppers at the Somerfield Store had been closed to the public for a week and that this may have been as a result of additional use since the closure of the of the Central facility.
RESOLVED that concern be expressed at the loss of the use of the Central Public Conveniences which are in a position of strategic importance to the Town and the Isle of Wight Council be asked what their plans are for the future use of this facility
2.  Question asked at the last meeting by Councillor Ivor Warlow.
Further to the question expressing concern at the inconvenience to be caused to Binstead and Ryde by the road works proposed to start in September to carry out repairs in the vicinity of Binstead Bridge, the Highways Officers had been asked  to accelerate the construction process , to consider overnight working  and to ensure that the works are carried out with as little disruption as possible to the use of this busy and important road.

The Project Engineer has stated that the works had been delayed until 14th September to avoid contact with the busy Bestival weekend and that they always try to deliver works in such a way that will have the minimum disruption possible. However, the nature of these works is such that it is not practical to undertake “round the clock” working and the work is specialist and the contractors do not have the specialist resources to provide 24 hour working and some site operations cannot be accelerated due to the curing time of different materials.
Normal working hours are expected to apply  from  mondays to saturdays using temporary traffic lights and whilst it is understood that there will be disruption and inconvenience, the road will remain open to enable both vehicles and pedestrians to pass through the works in a safe manner. They  say they have aimed to achieve not only a cost effective scheme but also to carry out the works as quickly as possible whilst keeping the highway open to road users.
Members were not satisfied with this response and details would be forwarded to all members of the Council.
3.   Walkway between Meaders Road and High Street, Oakfield
This had been raised at a previous meeting of the Council and at the Planning Committee on 12th July (Minute 87/10). A meeting had been held on 4th August between Councillor Gary Taylor and representatives of the Planning Department, Southern Housing Group and the Police to discuss the concerns over anti social behaviour and crime taking place in and around the area of the path betweens Meaders Road and the new Oak Vale estate. This path was considered by a number of residents and the Police to have led to the increase in anti social behaviour and there have been demands for it to be closed.
The Police had raised a number of concerns about the recorded incidents that had  taken place since the path was opened in April and this was the subject of the August “Safer Neighbourhoods”  leaflet from the Police, copies of which were circulated to the Committee. Councillor Taylor had agreed to survey the residents immediately affected by the issue during August and the results will inform a further consideration as to whether a planning variation could be achieved to possibly close the path.
4.   P/01005/10 – Larkwise, 36, Westwood Road, Ryde
On 26th July the Committee raised no objection to an application to demolish a bungalow on this site and to construct a replacement dwelling. The neighbour at  34 Westwood Road had subsequently asked if the Committee had given due consideration to the fact that a protected  hornbeam tree would be affected by the proposal. The Committee was satisfied that the replacement of this tree, as applied for,  would be an appropriate course of action as the loss of a mature tree of uncertain quality did not provide sufficient grounds to support a recommendation for refusal and also that it had originally given due regard to this planning application and the issues relating to the tree concerned.
RESOLVED that no change be made to the original comment

106/10        PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1.   P/01095/10 – TCP/28013/D (East Ward)
115, High Park Road, Ryde

Detached house and formation of vehicular access, new vehicular access to no. 115 High Park Road ( approval of reserved matters or “details”)
RESOLVED that no objection be made
2.    P/01048/10 – TCP/20467/D (North East Ward)

13 – 17 West Hill Road, Ryde

Single storey side extension to provide additional living accommodation and disabled access

RESOLVED that no objection be made
107/10        PLANNING DECISIONS

The following planning decisions made by the Isle of Wight Council along with the view expressed by the Town Council during the consultation process were noted:-
1.    P/00772/10
Tower House, Quarr Road, Ryde – Replacement Summerhouse.

APPROVED (TC no objection 21/6/10)

2.    P/00805/10
30, Westfield Park, Ryde – Extension to existing garage.

APPROVED (TC no objection subject to the views of the Conservation Officer 21/6/10)
108/10        DEFERRED APPLICATIONS FOR COMMENT

On 26th July the Committee deferred  consideration of applications P/00900/10 and  P/00901/10 (LBC) for alterations and change of use of basement at 78,79 and 80 Union Street to enable a site inspection to be made with the agent present.  On 4th August members visited the property and decided to raise no objection to the proposals. They also were aware that some works at the property were believed to have been carried out by Napoleonic prisoners of war and it was suggested that a suitable marker should be placed on site to indicate this.
109/10        STREET NAMING – DEVELOPMENT OFF NODE CLOSE
The Town Council had been consulted over the suggested naming of the development of eleven houses situated at the end of Node Close . The proposals were to recognise Harry H. Haines, the grandfather of the developer .

RESOLVED that the development should be named “ Haines Close”

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal non pecuniary interest in this matter as he had sometimes done printing work for the Developer.
110/10        ISLE OF WIGHT SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN 2 (SMP2)

The Draft Shoreline Management Plan 2 for the Island had been published for a three month period of public consultation. It sets out policy for the management of coastal flooding and erosion risks around the Island coastline and estuaries. It is available online at www.coastalwight.gov.uk/smp and also at the Newport Library and an SMP2 exhibition will visit The Hotel Ryde Castle on Tuesday 14th September from 2pm to 7 pm.
Pages 147 -150 relate to Ryde and the advice given for the Ryde Shoreline is that no active intervention is required for Quarr and that  for Ryde/Appley  “the line should be held”. A brochure is available for all members of the Council.
RESOLVED  that the Coastal Management Section be asked to give a briefing to all members of the Town Council at the Exhibition on 14th September together with an explanation of the term “hold the line” as far as it affects Ryde.
111/10        DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday  23rd August 2010 at the Activity Room, George Street Centre.

The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.
Signed ………………………………….   Dated ……………………………….
