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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 2 AUGUST 2010 IN THE CHURCH HALL, METHODIST HALL, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford (Deputy Mayor), Gary Axford, Brian Harris (Mayor) Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Debbie Taylor, Gary Taylor, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Wayne Whittle, David Woodward and Tony Zeid.
	

	132/10

133/10

134/10

135/10
136/10

137/10

138/10

139/10

140/10

141/10

142/10

143/10

144/10

145/10


	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors David Knowles, Ian Stephens and John Timmons.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in agenda item 7(ii) as he is a member of the Friends of Ryde Cemetery.

Councillor Tim Wakeley declared a personal interest in agenda item 7(i) as he is a member of the Vectis Boating and Fishing Club. 

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Councillor Graham Pearce asked about the closure of the public toilets in Lind Street. The Clerk agreed to raise this issue with the Isle of Wight Council ward Member.

Councillor Adrian Axford asked if the Town Council’s 2011/12 Calendar of meetings could be looked at with a view to not holding a Full Council meeting in August 2011. This is similar practice at other town and parish councils. The Clerk agreed to look at this suggestion when the 2011/12 Calendar is prepared.

Councillor Malcolm Ross asked when the Green Street car park would be reopened. Councillor David Woodwood advised that it would be open next week.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced that he had received a letter from the Historic Ryde Society thanking the Town Council for the grant funding it had recently been awarded.

REPORTS

Sgt Andy Gill reported on progress that had been made in tackling anti social behaviour in the Meaders Road area of Oakfield. Several Members then voiced their concerns about the number of Temporary Events Notices being issued to licensed premises in the town. Sgt Gill offered to ask the police licensing officer to attend a future Town Council meeting to explain the police role in this area of licensing.

Katharine Arblaster reported on some work she had been doing to address concerns about the number of Big Issue sellers in the town. She asked for the Council’s views on whether this should be regularised through the marking of particular pitches around the town and whether there should be 3 or 4 pitches. Members indicated that 3 pitches would be preferable and asked that Katharine bring back more information about this project to a future meeting. The Mayor then explained that this would be Katharine’s last meeting in this particular role and he thanked her for all her hard work in and around Ryde.

There were no Isle of Wight Councillor Reports. 

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor David Woodward reported on his attendance at the opening of the new Salvation Army Hostel at Green Street. He suggested that the hostel manager be invited to a future meeting and that a visit to the Hostel be arranged for all Members.

The Mayor reported on his attendance at the opening of the Donald McGill Postcard Museum in Union Street.

Councillor Graham Pearce reported on the positive feedback that had been received from the South and South East in Bloom following the recent trial-judging visit.

GRANT APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED that

(i) Grant funding of £100 be awarded to Vectis Boating and Fishing Club towards its annual fishing competition for under 16s.

(ii) That consideration of an application for a grant of £1000 from the Friends of Ryde Cemetery be deferred pending more information about their accounts.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Councillor Adrian Axford, Chairman of the Finance Committee read out four recommendations for changes to the Town Council’s Grants Policy. Councillor Axford then proposed that these be considered and voted on altogether. This proposal was seconded. Councillor Tim Wakeley then proposed an amendment that each recommendation be considered and voted on separately as individual items. This proposal was seconded. A vote was taken on the amendment and it fell. It was then

RESOLVED

That the recommendations arising from the Finance Committee be considered for approval all together.

A discussion then took place about the recommendations. It was then

RESOLVED that

(i) Grant applications be considered every six months after advertisement of submission dates in the County Press.

(ii) All applications be considered by the Finance Committee.

(iii) Grant Applications of up to £1,500 to be decided by the Finance Committee.

(iv) Grants of over £1,500 to be decided by the Council having regard to the recommendations of the Finance Committee.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM ANDREW TURNER MP

The Mayor introduced this item and explained that Andrew Turner MP had asked the Town Council for its views on the Government’s review of parliamentary electoral boundaries and the possible implications for the Isle of Wight constituency. Members expressed concern that an MP who also has a mainland constituency might represent the Isle of Wight. It was felt that the Island should remain separate and that it has unique issues that require its own dedicated representation. Councillors Ross and Wakeley indicated that they felt it was timely that the Island was divided into two constituencies thus ensuring greater representation at Westminster. The Clerk agreed to forward these views to Andrew Turner.

HAYLANDS VACANCY 

The Mayor explained that Working Party had undergone a thorough interview process and had decided to recommend to the Council that Conrad Gauntlett be co-opted to fill the Haylands Ward vacancy. It was then

RESOLVED that

Conrad Gauntlett be co-opted onto Ryde Town Council to represent the Haylands Ward.

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCIL BEACH LIFEGUARDS
The Mayor introduced this item and explained that the Isle of Wight Council had written to the Town Council to seek its views on the future of the beach lifeguard service in Ryde and whether it would be better be provided externally. The Isle of Wight Council had asked for a response by 3 August. Councillor Tim Wakeley indicated that he feels that it is an essential service and that if it is to be externalised it should go to open public tender. Councillor Graham Pearce noted the concerns of Ryde Inshore Rescue about the tender process. Councillor Tony Zeid suggested that the Town Council’s response should make it clear that any externalization of the service should not be seen as a money saving exercise. The Clerk undertook to forward these views to the Isle of Wight Council.

DEVELOPMENT OF A TOWN PLAN FOR RYDE

Councillor Wayne Whittle updated the Town Council on the progress being made by the Town Plan Steering Group to develop a Ryde Town Plan. The Group had recently carried out a mapping exercise to identify those groups and individuals that it will need to consult with. Three Co-Chairs had been appointed and theme champions had come forward to lead on the consultation programme.

PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that

(i) Payment of those invoices shown on Appendix 1 be approved.

(ii) Those payments shown on Appendix 2 where incurred expenditure has been previously approved (clause 3.1/3.4 of the Council’s Financial Regulations.) be noted. 

(iii) The payment shown on Appendix 3 has been made under Standing Orders 65 (2) and (3) be noted.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as 6 September 2010.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm

Chairman




2 of 5

