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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 1 NOVEMBER 2010 IN THE CHURCH HALL, METHODIST HALL, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Conrad Gauntlett, Brian Harris (Mayor), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Ian Stephens, Debbie Taylor, Gary Taylor, John Timmons, Tim Wakeley, Wayne Whittle, David Woodward and Tony Zeid.
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

24 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Sgt. A. Gill, Ryde Safer Neighbourhoods Team

Isle of Wight Councillor Arthur Taylor

Julie Wilkins, Conservation Officer, Isle of Wight Council

New Regalia was presented to Councillor Brian Harris, Mayor of Ryde by Councillor Wayne Whittle, the first Mayor of Ryde Town Council.

The Regalia had been gifted to the Town Council for the people of Ryde by Mr Geoffrey Please. 

The Mayor presented badges to his consort, Mrs Sandy Harris and to his Cadet, Sam Smith.

The Mayor thanked Mr Please for donating the regalia.

Mr Adrian Whittaker asked for assurance that the cost of the Regalia or ongoing maintenance would not be funded from the precept. 

The Mayor explained that the Regalia had been gifted to the Town Council and that the cost to insure the regalia would be minimal or at no cost at all. 

Mr Whittaker, explained that following his concerns raised during Public Question Time at the Town Council’s last meeting, 4 October 2010, regarding Southern Vectis plans to withdraw or change bus services, in particular, Route 8, he now needed to add his concerns for Route 3. 

A meeting was being held at Missy J’s cafe, on the corner of Cross Street/George Street at 11:00 am. Mr Whittaker invited Councillor Gary Taylor and other Ryde Town Councillors to attend.

Councillor Taylor offered his apologies to the meeting, as he was unable to attend due to work commitments. Councillor Taylor informed the Council that he was in discussions with Southern Vectis to have Route 3 divert into Oakfield. 

Mr Whittaker asked if Councillor Taylor could confirm the petition had been passed forward to Isle of Wight Councillor Edward Giles and Marc Morgan-Hughes, Southern Vectis.

Councillor Taylor confirmed that the petition had been sent. 

Mr Robin Sivapalan commented that the bus issue is a concern to all of the Town Council as a bus may have been cut in any area. Do Councillors have any knowledge of the Binstead bus? 

Councillor David Knowles explained that he had previously met with Mr Marc Morgan-Hughes from Southern Vectis, prior to a previous petition regarding bus services and the answer from the company had been that some routes were not commercially viable. 

Councillor Knowles and Councillor Gary Taylor agreed to work together on how progress could be made and to open up discussions with Wight Bus. 

Councillor Ian Stephens was pleased to announce that Route 37 was now operational into the afternoon with a 2:00pm service and it was hoped that this would be extended to 6:00pm by January 2011. 

Councillor Stephens informed the Council that it was important to evidence facts and figures, and the demographics of the area when speaking with the Isle of Wight Council and Southern Vectis.

Mrs Jayne Clewes requested an update on antisocial behaviour issues at Meaders Road, in Ryde.

The Mayor explained this was an agenda item to be discussed in the meeting. 

Mrs Martin raised her concerns that the Isle of Wight Council were advertising the sale of 5 leisure facilities in the Isle of Wight County Press.

Councillor Graham Pearce explained that the Isle of Wight Council were advertising the concession to run the leisure facilities and not the sale of the land.

Mr Nigel Smith, representing himself and not the Ryde Business Association was pleased that the Farmer’s Market was increasing in size as he thought this was positive for Ryde. 

However, he raised concerns over the lack of control for parking throughout the High Street during this time. 

The clerks agreed to investigate this further and respond to Mr Smith. 

Mr Rusty Adams relayed his thanks for the ‘No Cold Calling Zone’, Ryde West and also his thanks to Councillor Ian Stephens for his work with the Route 37 bus service.
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Adrian Axford (Deputy Mayor), Gary Axford and Ivor Warlow. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 4 October 2010 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.

Councillor Malcolm Ross entered the meeting.

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Councillor Graham Pearce took the opportunity to state concerns with regard to building works at Bellevue Road in Ryde, and that the development seemed to differ to the Isle of Wight Council approved planning application.

Councillor Pearce informed Council that he had emailed Mr Bill Murphy, Isle of Wight Council and had received a response to say that Isle of Wight Council Officers would investigate further.

Councillor Pearce also announced that Ryde Carnival had recently been awarded sponsorship from Wightlink for travel to Lewes Carnival. Congratulations were to be given to Ryde Carnival Association as the float had just been awarded ‘Best Float’, a cup and £100. 

The Mayor agreed to take Agenda Item 9 next – Meaders Road.

MEADERS ROAD

Councillor Gary Taylor gave an update on antisocial behaviour issues at Meaders Road, Ryde. 

The Town Council was aware that this was a contentious issue and following huge public concern, representation had been made to the Isle of Wight Council by the police, residents, Town Councillors and Isle of Wight Councillors.

Despite these concerns, Mr Bill Murphy, Isle of Wight Council Planning department and Mr P Hayward, Isle of Wight Council Highways department have said that the link pathway should remain open and advise that we should assist transition and perhaps look to having the CCTV unit deployed to this area. 

The Mayor informed Council that this was a planning application that Ryde Town Council objected to at the very beginning. 

Mrs J Clewes expressed that she was extremely disappointed in this decision of Isle of Wight Council Officers and explained how residents were unable to relax in their own homes due to their continuous fears about antisocial behaviour.

Councillor Tim Wakeley informed Council that it was his understanding the proposal that led to the link through route came from an Isle of Wight Council Officer, so it was not surprising that the link should stay open. Councillor Wakeley suggested that perhaps local Town and County Councillors could work collaboratively to exert pressure to reverse the Planning Authority’s decision. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle spoke to Mrs Clewes and urged that residents ‘Don’t give up’, keep telephoning all incidents to the Police and keep stating statistics.

Mrs Clewes informed Council that she would continue with this issue and invited anyone to visit her property at anytime to be able to witness their concerns and view her own CCTV footage.

It was suggested and agree that Mr Bill Murphy and Mr Hayward be invited to a future Town Council Planning Committee meeting.

The Mayor returned to the next Agenda Item 5

RYDE AND RYDE ST JOHN’S CONSERVATION AREAS CONSULTATION

Julie Wilkins, Conservation Officer at the Isle of Wight Council Officer gave a presentation on the proposed boundary changes to the Ryde and Ryde St John’s Conservation Areas.

Following a question and answer session, the Mayor thanked Julie Wilkins for the presentation and advised the Council that a Public Consultation about the proposed boundary changes would start in January 2011 for six weeks. 

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced that 

· The Isle of Wight Festival of Remembrance is on 11 November at Ryde School at 7:30pm. Entrance £5. Support would be welcomed.

· The Ryde Arts were holding a Wreath Making Day on the 4th December, 10:00am – 4:30pm in St Thomas Heritage Centre. As well as wreath making there would be choir singing and the opportunity to purchase refreshments.

·  Mr Steve King, Ryde Town Crier had been in position now for 1 year and had cried for 33 events. 

The Mayor thanked Mr King for his cries and his work for Ryde.

REPORTS

Sgt Andy Gill reported that crime figures were still dropping and that there was a reduction in calls to the police throughout the Halloween Period.

There had been increased patrols in the Canoe Lake area after reports of noisy traffic. 

The CCTV unit had been deployed to the Oakfield High Street to target the problems there.

Areas were shortly to form Neighbourhood Panels with residents. Local Councillors will be invited to attend. It was hoped that these Panels would define what the police priorities for each area should be; enabling the police focus on community led issues. An update on Neighbourhood Panels will be given in the New Year. 

Councillor David Knowles requested the CCTV unit be deployed to look at possible antisocial behaviour concerns that had been raised by a resident in the St John’s Hill area on Thursday/Friday and Saturday evenings. Sgt Gill agreed to review and contact Councillor Knowles.

There were no Isle of Wight Councillor reports.

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

There were no reports.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Councillor David Woodward introduced the agenda item and it was

RESOLVED that the following recommendations of the Finance Committee meeting held on 20 October 2010, be approved. 

(i) A grant of £500 be awarded to the Oakfield and Elmfield Partnership in respect of the Renaissance Festival. 

(ii) A grant of up to £2500 be awarded in respect of the Armed Forces Day, such to be reduced by any alternative sums or savings that are secured by its Committee.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 5 October 2010 were received.

PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that 

(i) Payments of those invoices shown on Appendix 1 totalling £8,889.45 be approved.

(ii) Those payments shown on Appendix 2 where incurred expenditure has been previously approved (clause 3.1/3.4 of the Council’s Financial Regulations) be noted.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as 6 December 2010 in the Garfield Methodist Church Hall.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following items and they are instructed to withdraw – in accordance with Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2) and Standing Order no.57.

The Mayor agreed to take Agenda Item 17 next

RYDE SKATEPARK

The Clerk informed the Council that negotiations with the Isle of Wight Council regarding a lease on the skatepark at Ryde Esplanade were nearly completed and that the signatories would soon be signing the lease. It was hoped to open the park shortly after this.

Councillor David Knowles left the meeting.

The Mayor returned to the next agenda item – 15 – Ryde Regatta 2011-13

RYDE REGATTA 2011, 2012 AND 2013.

RESOLVED that the contract for the organisation and delivery of Ryde Regatta 2011 – 2013 be issued to Ryde Inshore Rescue subject to confirmation from them that operational matters would not compromise the delivery of the event.

CO-OPTION TO PLANNING COMMITTEE

This item fell as there was no proposer. 

The meeting closed at 9:30pm.


Chairman
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