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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER 2010 IN THE CHURCH HALL, METHODIST HALL, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford (Deputy Mayor), Conrad Gauntlett, Brian Harris (Mayor), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Ian Stephens, Debbie Taylor, Gary Taylor, Tim Wakeley and Ivor Warlow.
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

28 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Isle of Wight Gazette Reporter

Inspector Pinnell – Ryde Police

Sgt. S. Goodier, Ryde Safer Neighbourhoods Team

Sgt. M. Voller – Police Licensing Unit

Lindsey MacFarlane – Ryde Dickensian Christmas Team

Marie Sanderson – Ryde Dickensian Christmas team

Mr Roger Whitby-Smith asked for an update on the Tesco 106 money and if there was any indication that the money had been allocated to be spent on improvements throughout John Street and the High Street as indicated by the Isle of Wight Council. Mr Whitby-Smith also asked if the Town Council had an inclination of when works may begin.

The Mayor explained that the Town Council had just received a briefing from Mr Lee Byrne, Isle of Wight Council Officer showing proposed plans for John Street and the High Street. Mr Byrne was still consulting with local businesses but work was scheduled to start on 8 October 2010 for a period of 6 – 8 weeks. This would ensure that the works would not impact on the run up to Christmas for local businesses. 

Ms Val Austin spoke on behalf of many residents present at the meeting to raise their concerns with the recent opening of the Salvation Army Hostel and the rise in drunken and anti social behaviour. 

Councillor Ian Stephens explained that the Isle of Wight Council Supporting People Team recommended residents for the hostel in conjunction with the Salvation Army to ensure those selected would be able to benefit from the service provided. The Police and the Management Team from the Salvation Army were working closely together to solve the current problems. The Deputy Director from Social Services was also willing to meet with residents to help to address their concerns.

Inspector Pinnell explained that the police held a neutral stance and that their prime concern was residents safety and their feelings of safety. He confirmed that they were working with the Management of the Centre and that he had recently made constructive comments on how the process for entrants to the Hostel could be improved.  Inspector Pennell urged residents to report any concerns directly to the local police.

Mr John Quaile asked if the Town Council knew when the car parking sign would be replaced for the Green Street Car Park?

The Mayor informed Mr Quaile that the Clerks would raise this with the Isle of Wight Council Highways Offices.

Mrs Newberry enquired if there was any further information on the Harcourt Sands site and on the Ryde Skatepark.

The Mayor explained that there had been no meeting with regard to Harcourt Sands for 18 months. The Harcourt Sands Working Party which consists of representatives from Ryde Town Council and Nettlestone and Seaview Parish Council, would meet again as soon as there were any further developments. 

The Clerk explained that the proposed lease between the Isle of Wight Council and Town Council for the skatepark was currently with solicitors and matters were being progressed as quickly as possible.

Mr Adrian Whittaker wished to pass over a petition from Oakfield residents regarding the withdrawal of the Number 8 bus stop.  The nearest bus stop was now located at Western Hut. 

Councillor Gary Taylor took the petition and informed Mr Whittaker that he had already taken concerns of residents to Southern Vectis. 

Ms Sue Bartrum informed the Town Council of her concerns with anti social behaviour in Bank Passage and the difficulty she was having in finding out who was responsible for the passage as it appeared to be unregistered land.  Ms Bartrum would like to see the Isle of Wight Council adopt the passage under Public Rights of Way. 

The Mayor explained that the Clerks had already been made aware of this and that they would look at this further to see the best way to address the issues.

Mr Robin Sivapalan raised his concerns over the possible closure of the Somerfield Cafe. The Trades Council were going to write to Somerfield to support the cafe remaining open as they felt it provided an important social network for the elderly and along with a cheap meal was a valuable sociable provision.
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Gary Axford, Wayne Whittle, David Woodward and Tony Zeid.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor David Knowles declared a personal interest in the item raised during Public Question Time regarding the Salvation Army Hostel as he provides home  care provision for the mentally ill.

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 5 July and 2 August 2010 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Councillor Tim Wakeley requested the support of colleagues in correspondence with the Isle of Wight Council with ‘pinch points’ causing problems in the Spencer Road area for traffic. 

The Clerks agreed to contact the Highways department to see if they could review the parking and stabilise the situation. The matter would also be added to a Highways Working Party Agenda and staff would arrange for the group to meet in the near future. 

Councillor David Knowles informed the Town Council that he had made an enquiry on behalf of residents who had expressed concerns over demolition works taking place within the Harcourt Sands site. Councillor Knowles has been assured by the Isle of Wight Council that the demolition works are in response to safety issues and that the site is not being demolished for development.

Councillor Graham Pearce raised concerns over the state of Park Road/George Street and Well Street. 

Councillor Gary Taylor informed the Town Council that contractors had been notified of the state of the roads. The Clerks would also raise these concerns with Isle of Wight Council Highways department.

Councillor Graham Pearce asked for clarification on why Wightlink customers were being urged to use St Thomas/Quay Road car parks and not St Johns Station which would allow commuters to travel straight through to the end of the pier by train, therefore keeping spaces free for shoppers in the town.  

The Clerks agreed to contact Isle of Wight Parking Services for clarification and forward the response to Councillor Pearce.

RYDE CHRISTMAS EVENT

Lindsey MacFarlane and Marie Sanderson from the Ryde Dickensian Christmas Team gave a presentation to the Council on the proposals for this year’s Christmas Event in the town. The event would take place on Saturday 11th December from 3:00pm – 8:00pm and would be throughout the town. It was proposed to have a steam powered carousel, actors throughout the town giving Christmas readings, an on foot treasure hunt, carol singers, and Santa arriving on a horse and carriage. There would be lots of Victorian costume characters and it was hoped that public would join in. 

Members were broadly supportive of the event and thought it would be a tremendous boost to the spirit of Christmas time and drawing people into the town.

The Mayor thanked Lindsey and Marie for their presentation and advised them that a grant application could be made to the Council’s Finance Committee.

POLICE LICENSING

Sgt Mark Voller from the Police Licensing Unit gave a very informative presentation on the police role in the local authority licensing process. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley thanked Sgt Voller for his presentation and also thanked him for his help and support for Ryde Regatta this year. The advice and guidance from Sgt Voller and his colleagues at an early stage had been most helpful.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced the opening of a new computer suite at the Sherbourne Centre in Sherbourne Avenue, Binstead. Lessons were being offered in getting started with computers and the internet for the over 50’s and should anyone be interested they should contact the Sherbourne Centre or pick up an application form from the Help Centre/Library in George Street.

REPORTS

Sgt Steve Goodier reported that the recent antisocial behaviour campaign had now ended. Violent crimes had increased slightly and the team were waiting for further analysis on why this rise had occurred.

Councillor David Knowles reported that the Isle of Wight Council were looking to reduce the number of Full Council meetings. Comments had been made in respect of this. 

Councillor Ian Stephens reported that budget announcements would be made at the Isle of Wight Council next month and further information would follow.

Councillor Gary Taylor informed Council that results of the Meaders Road survey are currently being processed. 

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Brian Harris reported that he had recently judged the carnival floats for the Ryde Carnival Procession. 

RYDE REGATTA 2010 FEEDBACK AND BUDGET

Councillor Tim Wakeley reported that feedback on the 2010 Regatta had been extremely favourable. Ryde Inshore Rescue were to be particularly commended for their efforts. The whole team provided great support throughout the whole weekend. Thanks were also reiterated to Sgt Voller and his colleagues at the Police Licensing Unit. 

Councillor Wakeley was pleased to report that the event had fallen within the expected budget. A copy of the final income and expenditure for the event had been circulated to the Council.

Councillor Wakeley urged Members to consider using the 2010 budget for a template, setting aside a similar budget in 2011 for the next 2011 Regatta. He also suggested that the tender be increased from a one year contract to a contract to run the event for a period of three years to allow the organisers an opportunity to negotiate costs for the event. 

FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS FOR RYDE REGATTA

Following the feedback received from Councillor Tim Wakeley in agenda item 155/10 and further discussion it was

RESOLVED that

(i) the clerks commence the tendering process for the delivery of Ryde Regatta and that the tender cover a period of three years (2011 -2013). 

(ii) the 2010 Regatta budget be used as a template for the 2011Regatta and be confirmed in the Town Council 2011/12 budget process. 

(iii) a working party be established to oversee the tendering process and report back with recommendations to Full Council.

(iv) Councillors David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Tim Wakeley and David Woodward be appointed to the Ryde Regatta Working Party.

PO BOX

RESOLVED that the rental of a PO Box for the Town Council at a cost of £95.00 for 12 months be approved. This will fall under the Council’s administration budget.

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW AND POLLING DISTRICTS

The Mayor explained that the Council were being asked to consider and agree a submission to the Isle of Wight Council in respect of the local Community Governance Review and the Council’s separate review of Polling Districts and Polling Places. Copies of the Notices for both reviews along with a copy of the Town Council boundary map and details of the location of polling stations in Ryde area had previously been circulated. 

Councillor Adrian Axford suggested that Bullen Village area be included in the Ryde Boundaries.

RESOLVED that the Clerks forward a submission to the Isle of Wight Council suggesting that the Bullen Village area be included in the Ryde Boundaries. 

PROPOSED COUNCIL TAX REFERENDUMS

The Mayor introduced this item and explained the Council were being asked to consider a response to the Government’s consultation on the proposal that, from next year, any ‘excessive’ council tax increase by precepting authorities (including local parish and town councils in England) must be supported by a majority positive vote in a referendum that would be run by the principal authority. A copy of a briefing note prepared by the National Association of Local Councils had previously been circulated.

RESOLVED that the Clerks submit a response to Government putting forward objections and suggestions in line with the briefing note prepared by NALC.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 21 June, 12 July, 26 July and 9 August 2010 were received. 

DEVELOPMENT OF A TOWN PLAN FOR RYDE

The Clerks updated the Town Council on the progress being made by the Town Plan Steering Group to develop a Ryde Town Plan. The Co-Chairs had recently met with Estelle Thomas from the Rural Community Council and would be reported to the Steering Group at the next meeting on the 8th September 2010.

PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that

(i) Payment of those invoices shown on Appendix 1 totalling £16,851.89  be approved.

(ii) Those payments shown on Appendix 2 where incurred expenditure has been previously approved (clause 3.1/3.4 of the Council’s Financial Regulations.) be noted. 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as 4 October 2010 in the Garfield Methodist Church Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.25pm

Chairman
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