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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 14 JUNE 2010 IN THE CHURCH HALL, METHODIST HALL, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Brian Harris, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Debbie Taylor, Gary Taylor, John Timmons,  Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Wayne Whittle, David Woodward and Tony Zeid.
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Gareth Hughes, Responsible Financial Officer, Ryde Town  

                                                                            Council

David Mellor. Administration Officer, Ryde Town Council 

                                                                            (Minutes)

4 Members of the public

Isle of Wight Councillor Vanessa Churchman

Isle of Wight Councillor Arthur Taylor

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Katharine Arblaster - Environment and Neighbourhood Officer

P.C Mike Giddens – Police

Councillor David Woodward was in the Chair for the first part of the meeting.

Mr John Taylor, Ryde Branch of the Royal British Legion gave a brief update on the organisation of Armed Forces Day 2010. The event would be held at Appley on 26th June. He was pleased to be able to report that the Royal Airforce,  would be sending a ‘Search and Rescue Crew’ to the event.

Mr Taylor informed Councillors that it was likely that the funding contribution from Ryde Town Council would be reduced to £2732 instead of the previously agreed figure of £3210. 

Mr Taylor asked for assistance with the display of posters for the event and hospitality for three Chelsea Pensioners for two nights, Should anyone be in a position to help could they please contact him direct.

Councillor David Woodward thanked Mr Taylor for all his efforts in the organisation of the day and said how pleased the Town Council were to support and be associated with this event. 

Mrs Newberry informed the Council that she was particularly interested in agenda items 9 and 17.

Mr Paul Wyatt asked if there was any further news on the ‘Onboard TV’ feature that was to be run throughout July on the Wightlink ferry crossings to promote Ryde?

The Clerk was pleased to announce that some extra filming was scheduled for the 10 June, to incorporate shots of the High Street, providing the weather was fine. The film would now be featured on the Yarmouth to Lymington crossing in addition to the Fishbourne to Portsmouth route.

Mr Wyatt also enquired if there were any further developments on any seafront improvements?

Councillor Wayne Whittle agreed to chase this through Councillor Edward Giles at the Isle of Wight Council.

Mr Wyatt made enquiries of the Town Map and in particular the stocking of maps at the Wightlink terminals?

The Clerk had spoken to the local distributor and informed them that stocks needed to be maintained regularly as the ,map was proving very popular and needed to be topped up frequently. 

Councillor David Woodward thanked all Councillors that he had worked with over the last year and in particular paid thanks to the staff. He felt the Town Council had achieved in having a settled group of staff. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle thanked Councillor David Woodward for his service and for representing the Town Council as Mayor for the last year.




	

	82/10

83/10

84/10
85/10

86/10

87/10

88/10

89/10

90/10

91/10

92/10

93/10

94/10

95/10

96/10

97/10

98/10

99/10

100/10

101/10

102/10

103/10

104/10

105/10

106/10

107/10

108/10

109/10

110/10

111/10 

112/10

113/10


	ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS

It was noted that the following persons had been elected to serve on the Town Council for the next three years:

Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Brian Harris, David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Ian Stephens, Debbie Taylor, Gary Taylor, John Timmons, Tim Wakelely, Ivor Warlow, Wayne Whittle, David Woodward and Tony Zied.

ELECTION OF MAYOR

RESOLVED

That Councillor Brian Harris be elected Mayor.

MAYOR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Councillor Brian Harris read out and signed his Declaration of Officer. He then took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

RESOLVED

That Councillor Adrian Axford be elected Deputy Mayor.

DEPUTY MAYOR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Councillor Adrian Axford read out and signed his Declaration of Office.

APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors David Knowles and Ian Stephens. 

DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE BY TOWN COUNCILLORS

The signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office from all Town Councillors were received.

CODE OF CONDUCT

 It was RESOLVED that the Code of Conduct in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 2000 (as amended in May 2007 to include Clause 12.2) be adopted. 

RYDE TOWN COUNCIL VACANCY – HAYLANDS WARD

The outstanding vacancy on the Town Council (Haylands Ward) was noted and it was agreed to instruct the Clerks to advertise for co-option.

POWERS, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITES

The Powers, Duties and Responsibilities of Town Councillors as set out in the Good Councillor Guide were noted.

STANDING ORDERS

The Standing Orders for Ryde Town Council were noted.

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The Financial Regulations for Ryde Town Council were noted.

2010/11 BUDGET

The Town Council’s 2010/11 budget was noted.

APPOINTMENT OF BANK SIGNATORIES

It was RESOLVED to appoint Councillors Adrian Axford, Brian Harris, Wayne Whittle and David Woodward as the authorised signatories for the Town Council’s banking arrangements as required under clause 5.3 of the Council’s Financial Regulations. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 1/10

Councillor Adrian Axford introduced a Notice of Motion proposing the formation of a Finance Committee. After some debate the Notice of Motion was amended and it was

RESOLVED by a majority vote that

(i) A Finance Committee be established.

(ii) Councillors Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Brian Harris, Graham Pearce, Debbie Taylor, Ivor Warlow and David Woodward be appointed to serve on the Town Council’s Finance Committee.

(iii)The Committee meets bi-monthly.and a schedule of suggested meeting dates be bought to the next meeting.

(iv) It will have delegated authority to approve Members’ Ward Allocations.

(v) It will have delegated authority to review the Town Council’s grant policy and to make recommendations about the Grants Policy to Full Council.

(vi) It will have delegated authority to make virements of up to £5000 between agreed budget headings.
NOTICE OF MOTION 2/10

Councillor Graham Pearce introduced a Notice of Motion proposing the formation of an Events Committee and a Marketing Committee.

After some discussion it was 
RESOLVED by a majority vote not to establish an Events Committee and a Marketing Committee.

THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was

RESOLVED that

(i)  Councillors Adrian Axford, Brian Harris, David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Debbie Taylor, Tim Wakeley, David Woodward and Tony Zeid be appointed to serve on the Town Council’s Planning Committee.

(ii) The Committee will have delegated authority to comment on planning applications, licensing applications and strategic planning matters.

THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO WORKING PARTIES 2010/11

It was 

RESOLVED that 

(i) Councillors Adrian Axford, Brian Harris, Graham Pearce, Gary Taylor and David Woodward be appointed to serve on the Highways Working Party with a remit to consider all highways related matters.

(ii)  Councillors David Knowles, Debbie Taylor and Wayne Whittle be appointed to serve on the Harcourt Sands Working Party with representatives from Nettlestone and Seaview Parish Council to consider the future of the Harcourt Sands Site.

(iii) Councillors Brian Harris and Wayne Whittle be the Town Council’s representatives on the Town Plan Steering Group established to oversee the development of the Town Plan.

(iv) Councillors David Knowles, Tim Wakeley and David Woodward be the Town Council’s representatives on the Ryde Regatta Steering Group to oversee the management and delivery of Ryde Regatta 2010.

(v) Councillors Brian Harris, Graham Pearce and Ivor Warlow be the Town Council’s representatives on the Ryde In Bloom Steering Group to oversee Ryde In Bloom 2010.

An Audit/Grants Committee to review the Council’s Audit Policy was not necessary following the formation of a Finance Committee.

THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

It was

RESOLVED that 

(i) Councillor John Timmons be appointed as the Town Council’s representative on the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils (IWALC).

(ii) Councillor Tim Wakeley be appointed as the Town Council’s deputy representative on the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils (IWALC).

(iii) Councillor Wayne Whittle be appointed as the Town Council’s representative on the Beach Advisory Committee.

(iv) Councillor David Woodward be appointed as the Town Council’s representative at the Ryde branch of Older Voices.

(v) Councillor Tim Wakeley be appointed as the Town Council’s representative at the Ryde Children’s Centre Monitoring Group.

(vi) Councillors David Knowles and Gary Taylor be appointed as representatives at the Medina Housing Association Neighbourhood Forum.

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2010/11

It was

RESOLVED that the calendar of meetings for 2010/11 be approved.

DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest. 

Members were reminded to complete the new Register of Interest Forms that had been circulated and to return it to the Clerks within 14 days for forwarding to the Monitoring Officer at the Isle of Wight Council.

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 17 May 2010 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.

REPORTS

Councillor Vanessa Churchman reported that a Member of the Royal Family would visit Ryde Pier Head to inspect the improvements made by Wightlink. She would ask the Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant for details.

Police Constable Mike Giddens reported that during May there had been an 8% fall in anti social behaviour incidents reported in Ryde compared with the same time last year and statistics showed that there were 88 reported incidents and a 36.4% detection rate. These included problems previously raised with the Town Council by the Meaders Road Association since the completion of the walkway between the High Street, Oakfield and Meaders Road.

Katharine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer reported on work that her team had been undertaking in Ryde: - Fly Tipping, Domestic Waste warnings and Anti Social Behaviour. She was also working with the Housing Association in connection with the Meaders Road area.

Councillor Wayne Whittle reported on incidents of vandalism to litter bins which had been emptied along the Esplanade. 

PAYMENTS
It was RESOLVED that payment be approved for those invoices totalling £18,322.83 as shown on Appendix 1.

MEMBERS QUESTIONS

Councillor Wayne Whittle had attended a recent meeting of the Monkton Mead Residents Association who had asked about the date of the next meeting of the Ryde Town Plan Steering Group. 

The Clerks reported that the meeting was to be held at the George Street Centre on the 24 June 2010.

Councillor David Woodward had received several queries regarding the lack of a Mayoral chain for Ryde and asked that consideration be given at a future meeting to the provision of a modest symbolic chain. He would request the Isle of Wight Council to allow the Town Council to use the previous chain that they were holding.

Councillor Malcolm Ross enquired if there was any further news on the position of Ryde Theatre and the availability of accommodation for the Town Council somewhere within the building. 

The Clerks advised that they had no further news on the Ryde Theatre building.

Councillor Ross asked if the Isle of Wight Council had advised of the recent Town Council election costs. 

The Clerks reported that an invoice was expected shortly.

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENT

The Mayor announced that

(i)  A summer ‘songs of praise’ concert would be held at 6:30pm on Sunday 25 July at Western Gardens.

(ii)  Code of Conduct training would be held at County Hall on 23 June and two other sessions had been scheduled for 28 July. The Clerk would circulate dates to members.

(iii) A letter of thanks had been received from Mrs Lee at Binstead regarding the Town Council’s help with the provision of a bench at Pitts Lane, Binstead.

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Gary Taylor had met with residents and the Police to try and deal with recent anti social problems in Meaders Road. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle had attended the Beach Advisory Committee and discussed the ‘Blue Flag’ for Ryde. The lasts tests were held in September 2009 and he will inform the Council on the results. However, substantial changes in the criteria will be required for 2010.

Councillor Tim Wakeley had attended the Meaders Road meeting, the Skatepark Shadow Management Committee and Ryde Regatta Steering Group. He advised also attended a meeting to consider the finances of the Park Centre whose future will be discussed in view of the current economic climate.

WARD ALLOCATION

RESOLVED that the full £250 of Councillor Wayne Whittle’s ward allocation for 2010/11 for Ryde South East be allocated towards the provision of safety barriers for the Scooter Rally ‘Ride Out’ on August Bank Holiday weekend.

ISLAND PLAN AREA ACTION PLAN DRAFT BOUNDARIES CONSULTATION

The Council was advised by the Clerk that this consultation gives the opportunity for input into the identification of the boundaries for the Area Action Plan areas of the Medina Valley, Ryde and Sandown/Shanklin Bay and asked for feedback on the potential boundaries of each area action plan. The Council felt that the boundaries for the development envelope and the draft area action plan boundary should be standardised as far as possible.

It was RESOLVED that the IW Council be informed that the Draft Area Action Plan Boundary should be co-terminus with the Ryde Town Council electoral boundaries.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as 5 July 2010.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following item and they are instructed to withdraw – in accordance with Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2) and Standing Order no.57 – legal matters.

RYDE SKATEPARK

RESOLVED that

(i)  The Clerks be given delegated authority to finalise the license arrangements between the Town Council and the IW Council for the skatepark on Ryde Esplanade subject to seeking all necessary legal advice, receiving evidence from the User Group and the IW Council that the park is fit for purpose and receiving the User Groups accounts.

(ii)  That the Clerks be given delegated authority to finalise insurance arrangements for the skatepark.

(iii) That the Town Council establishes a Skatepark Management Committee, (based on the Shadow Committee) with delegated authority to agree a management Plan for the site, including Health and Safety and inspection requirements, in consultation with the Skatepark User Group.

(iv)  That Councillors David Knowles, Tim Wakeley and David Woodward be appointed to the Skatepark Management Committee.

(v)  That the Skatepark Management Committee also be given delegated authority to make arrangements for the park to open in consultation with the IW Council and the User Group.

The meeting closed at 9:55pm

Chairman
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