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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 6 DECEMBER 2010 IN THE CHURCH HALL, METHODIST HALL, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Conrad Gauntlett, Brian Harris (Mayor), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Ian Stephens, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Wayne Whittle, David Woodward and Tony Zeid.
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time



	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 
Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)
Over 60 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Sgt. A. Gill, Ryde Safer Neighbourhoods Team

PC Fletcher, Ryde Safer Neighbourhoods Team
Russell Kew, Chief Executive, Wightlink

Clive Tilley, Commercial Director, Wightlink

Kerry Jackson, Marketing Manager, Wightlink,

Sean Millward, Route Manager Eastern Solent, Wightlink

Sam Buck, Natural Enterprises

Mrs Newbury asked if she was able to direct a question to Wightlink regarding a personal experience? 
The Mayor explained that Wightlink were present to give an update on the schedule of repairs to Ryde Pier, and suggested that if Mrs Newbury passed on her enquiry  to either of the clerks they would ask for a response on her behalf
Mrs Mackie asked the Town Council to support the community and the Waterside Pool users in their campaign to the Isle of Wight Council to keep open the Waterside Pool on the Esplanade?
The Town Council were unanimous in supporting the campaign to keep the pool open and it was noted that there would be local Isle of Wight Councillors and Town Councillors attending the Isle of Wight Council’s service review Cabinet meeting.  
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	APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Gary Axford, Debbie Taylor and Gary Taylor. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal interest in agenda item 15a(i) as he is a member of the Ryde Carnival Association.

Councillor Malcolm Ross declared a personal interest in agenda item 15a(i) and (ii) as he is a member of the Ryde Carnival Association and of the Ryde Arts Festival.

Councillor Adrian Axford declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 17, Appendix 3 – payments. 

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 17, Appendix 3 – payments.

Councillor David Woodward declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 17, Appendix 3 – payments.

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1 November 2010 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.
The Mayor agreed to take Agenda item 5 next – Update from Wightlink
UPDATE FROM WIGHTLINK
Russell Kew - Chief Executive, Clive Tilley – Commercial Director, Kerry Jackson – Marketing Manager and Sean Millward – Route Manager Eastern Solent from Wightlink, gave a presentation to the Town Council on the schedule of repairs to Ryde Pier. A briefing note for Members was circulated. 
The Mayor thanked all of the Wightlink representatives for their presentation.

GREEN TOWNS PROJECT
Sam Buck – Natural Enterprises gave a presentation on the Green Towns Project and invited the Town Council to join the project and encourage the community to take ownership of their town on environmental issues.
The Mayor and Councillor Gauntlett agreed to meet with Sam Buck and introduce her to the Co-Chairs of the Ryde Town Plan for further explanation on how the town could be involved in the Green Towns Project.
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENT
The Mayor announced that 
· A copy of the Rural Community Council’s Annual Report had been sent to the Town Council for information.

· Age Concern had recently launched a Neighbourhood Scheme, details of which had been circulated and would appear on the Town Council notice board.
REPORTS
Police 

Sgt Andy Gill reported that the local action groups – Neighbourhood Panels, which were being formed to help define police priorities for each area, enabling the police to focus on community led issues, should hopefully start meeting in the New Year. Invitations to Councillors to join their area Neighbourhood Panel would be distributed via the Clerks.  These groups would meet every 3 months although venues were to be confirmed.
Sgt Gill informed the Town Council of a website link – www.maps.police.uk – a national website that gave the crime figures, introduced the Neighbourhood Team, outlined priorities and gave information on how the police were addressing problems for each area. The site was regularly updated.
Isle of Wight Councillors

Councillor Ian Stephens reported that 

· Andrew Turner MP, and he had jointly signed, along with others, a letter that had been sent to the House of Lords, stating a case against the Government’s proposed parliamentary electoral boundaries and the possible implications for the Isle of Wight.
· Investigations about the possibility of maintenance and the need of decoration to the war memorial in Lind Street were ongoing.

· A meeting had taken place with Booby Lock and Ian Schaff, Community Rail Partnership to ensure that they work closely with stakeholders to move projects forward for the Island. It would be advantageous for them to meet with Ryde Town Council and work more cohesively.
· He had received a letter from Unison regarding the Isle of Wight Council’s service review, some of which was very thought provoking. 
Councillor Wayne Whittle reported that

· A meeting had taken place with Tony Dickenson, Ryde St Johns Station exploring the possibility of an tourist information desk being situated on site.
· Attended a Beach Advisory Committee meeting. Blue Flag status had been applied for although it was Councillor Whittle’s opinion that there was no chance of the Blue Flag being awarded with the Isle of Wight Council’s proposed ceasing of the lifeguard provision. Good Quality water readings had been received across the Island this year.
Councillor David Knowles reported that

· the recently formed Beach Hut Association had succeeded in getting an independent survey carried out by the IWC in respect of the proposed rise in beach hut fees.
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Graham Pearce reported that a meeting had taken place with Andrew Turner MP about the recent flooding that had occurred in Ryde, looking at ways to work more closely with the Environment Agency to ensure that flooding would not happen again.
Councillor Tim Wakeley attended the Isle of Wight Association of Local Council briefing along with the Mayor and Clerks on the Isle of Wight Council’s service review. 
Councillor Wakeley attended the Youth Consultation at the Youth Centre in Ryde and noted from the consultation document that there was likely to be no youth service provision in Ryde. In Councillor Wakeley’s opinion, this was not reflective of the positive action for younger people in the1996 Education Act where the law states that the Isle of Wight Council should provide non targeted youth provision. Therefore the Isle of Wight Council were in contravention of the legislation and its statutory duties. It was suggested that Councillor Wakeley drafted a letter to the Isle of Wight Council for an explanation of their proposed withdrawal of the Youth Service provision in Ryde.
The Mayor returned to Agenda item 4 – Members’ Questions

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS
Councillor Tim Wakeley informed the Council that in light of impending decisions of the Isle of Wight Council, the Town Council should be aware of properties likely to become vacant in the Ryde area and that many community groups will be looking for homes. In his opinion, the Town Council should play a leading role in bringing together groups, looking at properties to enable leisure facilities and services within the community to continue in Ryde. The Town Council should play the key role as facilitator between community groups and the Isle of Wight Council with all options needing to be explored. 
Councillor Wayne Whittle informed Council that he had met with Astrid Davies, Isle of Wight Council Officer with regard to the possible future use of St Thomas Church.
2011/12 BUDGET AND PRECEPT
RESOLVED that
(i) the deferral of the setting of the 2011/12 budget and precept pending the Isle of Wight Council’s service review be agreed.

(ii) the Clerks be allowed to undertake any investigations necessary to inform the Town Council’s budget deliberations. 

CHANGE TO THE COUNCIL’S CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
RESOLVED that 
(i) the cancellation of the Town Council meeting on 10 January 2011 be agreed. 

(ii) it be replaced by a town meeting at 7pm on 13 January 2011 to enable the Council to consult residents on its budget and precept be approved. 
TOWN CRIER’S HONORARIUM
RESOLVED that payment of the Town Crier’s £500 honorarium for 2010/11 to the Ryde Branch Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal be paid.
ALLOTMENTS
The proposed transfer of the management responsibility for allotments in Ryde from the Isle of Wight Council to the Town Council on 1 February 2011 were noted.

RESOLVED that the establishment of a small Member Working Party to oversee the transfer arrangements be agreed and that Councillors Gauntlett, Harris, Pearce, Woodward and Zeid be appointed to the Allotments Working Party.

 INSURANCE
RESOLVED that the extension of the Town Council’s insurance to cover the allotments and the new Ryde Regalia at a cost of £175 and £45 respectively be approved.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 20 October 2010 were received. 

RESOLVED that the following recommendations of the Finance Committee meeting held on 20 October 2010, be approved.
(i)  A grant of £2000 be awarded to the Ryde Carnival Association.

(ii) A grant of £2000 be awarded to the Ryde Arts Festival. (The grant to be  financed by £1250 from this years budget and £750 from the 2011/12.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 18 October, 2 and 15 November 2010 were received.
PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that
(i) Payments of those invoices shown on Appendix 1 totalling £18,173.49 be approved.

(ii) The payment shown on Appendix 2 which has been made under Standing Orders 65 (2) and (3) be noted.

Councillors Axford, Harris and Woodward left the meeting room.

RESOLVED that payments of those invoices shown on Appendix 3 totalling £148.56 be approved.

Councillors Axford, Harris and Woodward returned to the meeting room.

RYDE SKATEPARK – CONTRACTS

RESOLVED that

(i)  A special resolution to enable three quotes to be sought for the on-going maintenance of Ryde Skatepark be agreed.

(ii)  The Financial Regulation relating to contracts be waived to enable a price for the removal of rubbish from the Skatepark to be negotiated without competition (Financial Regulations 11.1c and 11.1 f and g refer) be approved.

2011 MARKETING PROJECTS

RESOLVED that the establishment of a small Member working party tasked with considering the Town Council’s marketing projects, which will report its findings to the Council by February 2011 be approved and that Councillors Pearce, Ross, Stephens and Whittle be appointed to the 2011 Marketing Projects Working Party.                         
The meeting closed at 10:00pm.

Chairman
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