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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 17 MAY 2010 IN THE CHURCH HALL, METHODIST CHURCH, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford, Richard Fraser-Tait, Evelyn Gooch, Brian Harris (Deputy Mayor), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Wayne Whittle, and David Woodward (Mayor).
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

Isle of Wight Councillor Vanessa Churchman

29 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Jayne Clews, spoke to Council on behalf of the Meaders Road Association to ask the Town Council for support and help with the deterioration in standards in the neighbourhood since the walkway between the new development at High Street, Oakfield and Meaders Road had been opened up to the public.  Residents expressed their concerns with the increase in crime and anti-social behaviour.  Incident logs had been circulated to the police and Isle of Wight Council but the Association were struggling to establish who was responsible for the walkway.

Councillor David Knowles informed the Council that following a residents complaint he had contacted the Isle of Wight Council and been told the walkway was not the responsibility of the Isle of Wight Council and that the agreement for the path had been a private arrangement between South Wight Housing and the Developer.  However, South Wight Housing had explained that the creation of the walkway was a condition of the approved planning application. Councillor Knowles suggested that Ryde Town Council support the closure of the walkway as it did not seem to serve a purpose as it took the same amount of time should you walk around the existing pathways.

The Association invited Councillor Knowles to a public meeting on 1 June 2010 at 7:00pm at Thornton’s Cafe. Councillor Knowles agreed to attend and brief the newly elected member for the area following the elections on the 27th May 2010.

The Mayor thanked the group for expressing their concerns to the Town Council and it was agreed that the clerks would write to the Planning department at the Isle of Wight Council and also to the police. 

Jane Clews informed Council that the police were already aware of the situation and had completed a mini survey with the residents and was supporting closure of the walkway.

Councillor Adrian Axford entered the meeting at 7:10pm.

Marian Kent, representing 35-40 businesses from the upper High Street, asked the Town Council for help in promoting the Top of the Town. Businesses felt that they were often excluded at that end of Town and that proper signage was needed to inform residents and tourists that the Town continued further than the precinct area. Concerns were also expressed over the half hour parking limit and businesses would be pleased to see this amended for longer parking, especially as the Green Street car park seemed to have been lost.

A petition from the businesses had been completed and sent to the Isle of Wight Council but no response had yet been received.

The clerk mentioned that she had only that day been liaising with Mr Lee Byrne, Isle of Wight Council Conservation Officer with regard to signage for the Town and that she would continue to pursuing this matter. 

Councillor Graham Pearce informed Council that there had been a previous attempt to extend parking but it had been unsuccessful. He suggested that it may be helpful to look at membership with the newly formed Ryde Business Association as this may be a way to move things forward.

Councillor Malcolm Ross indicated that in his opinion if hourly parking was available in Union Street that the same should apply for the Upper High Street areas.

The Mayor thanked Marian Kent and those present for bringing these concerns to the Town Council and it was agreed that the clerks would write to Highways about the possibility of extended parking times and that they would also continue in the pursuit of signage. 

Mr Adrian Whittaker, Ryde resident expressed his concern over the skatepark. The project was at great cost and there seemed to be no indication of when the park would be open. Could the Town Council please state now an opening date? 

Councillor Tim Wakeley informed the Council that the short answer was no. Councillor Wakeley referred back to his report at the last Town Council meeting, where he had explained the current position of the Isle of Wight Council (landowners) and the User Group who were responsible for the refurbishment of the Skatepark project. An engineer’s inspection had been carried out of the park and the User Group and the Shadow Skatepark Management Committee would be looking at the content of this report. Discussions will soon take place on how to formulate an effective way for the safe management of the opening of the Skatepark. 

Mr Dennis Firth, Ryde resident asked if the Deputy Mayor could give an update on the Pell Lane Recreation area. The Mayor explained that this was not a matter that the Town Council was currently involved with and suggested that Mr Firth contact the Isle of Wight Council as the landowner. A short heated discussion then took place and the Mayor adjourned the meeting for a short time.

The Mayor reconvened the meeting and expressed his thanks to the Town Council staff for their continuous support in his year as Mayor and to all of the Members. 
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Gary Axford and Charles Chapman.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 20 – payments. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 (i) as he is a member ok the management committee for Ryde Youth Centre.

Councillor Wayne Whittle declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 12 as he has a business located at the interchange on Ryde Esplanade. 

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 1 March 2010 be approved as true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor subject to:- 

the venue on page 1 of the agenda being amended to read ‘in the Church Hall, Garfield Methodist Church, Garfield Road, Ryde and the minute number 47/10 paragraph 3 being amended to read ‘Councillor Tim Wakeley agreed that the restoration had been very pleasing and the general ambience to the area had been improved.’

47/10 paragraph 4 being amended to read the Mayor thanked Janis Mundell for attending and gave appreciation on behalf of the Town Council for all that had been achieved.

MEMBERS QUESTIONS

There were no Members questions.

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced that a thank you letter had been received from Colonel Michael Reece thanking the Town Council for their generous support towards the replacement of the 41 Commando Memorial Plaque on Ryde Esplanade. Special thanks was given to Saskia who had been instrumental in liaising all of the groups involved.  

The Mayor announced that the launch of the Ryde In Bloom was scheduled for Tuesday 25th May at 12 noon in St Thomas Square. The Mayor would also be taking this opportunity to thank the planting and watering contractor for all their efforts with the summer planting scheme throughout the Town. 
WARD ALLOCATIONS

RESOLVED that

(i)  that £250 from Councillor Malcolm Ross’s ward allocation for 2009/10 for Ashey Ward be paid towards the Mike Hayles Memorial Fund.

REPORTS

Katharine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer had sent her apologies as she was unable to attend the meeting. The Clerk read out a report that had previously been sent about the work that the team had been undertaking in Ryde.

· Continued with school patrols to address littering and anti social behaviour.

· Carried out enforcement for domestic waste in two prominent locations and warning letters had been issued.

· Addressed concerns associated with the ‘Big Issue’. A meeting had been held with the area co-ordinator and police colleagues, with another soon to take place to look at the implementation of proposed initiatives.

· Jointly working with Medina Housing doing regular patrols of their area, and attending meetings to address any concerns and discuss a plan of action.

· Working with police colleagues to address anti social behaviour in two areas.

· Addressed concerns raised by residents with the new waste collection set up.

Councillor Wayne Whittle informed the Town Council that he had attended the Isle of Wight Council Cabinet meeting where they considered the proposed Dog Exclusion (IOW) Order. Following the alternative proposal put forward by Wightdogs.com and supported by Ryde Town Council and residents the Isle of Wight Council would not proceed with the order that related to the Ryde beaches.
There was no police report.

MARKETING PROJECTS – ONBOARD TV

The clerk explained that to commission an additional ‘Ryde Feature’ on Wightlink Onboard TV on the Yarmouth-Lymington ferry route in 2010 there would be a cost of £4,500, discounted form £6,500.  The feature would also be shown in the terminal area at Lymington. The cost quoted is for the feature to be run on both of the Wightlink ferry routes.

Councillor Graham Pearce asked if there was any opportunity for the feature to include additional shots of the Upper High Street?

The Clerk informed the Council that following the last Town Council meeting this had been discussed with the film makers and they will be adding additional shots to the feature once the Town has installed the Summer lighting and planting. 

It was RESOLVED by a majority vote to commission an additional ‘Ryde Feature’ on Wightlink Onboard TV on the Yarmouth-Lymington ferry route in 2010.

APPLEY BEACH HUTS

Councillor David Knowles gave an update on concerns raised by residents about the rise in costs of the licences for the Appley Beach Huts. He explained that he had been invited to speak publically at a meeting on the 18th May 2010 and in his opinion he believed the rise in these costs to be unfair to beach hut owners. Discussions were taking place with the Cabinet Member, although it looked doubtful if there would be any change in the costs that had been set by the Isle of Wight Council.

VOLUNTARY SUPPORT FOR SEEKING GRANT FUNDING

The Clerk informed the Town Council that an offer of voluntary support from the Ventnor Community Partnership had been received to seek and access grant funding streams. The appointed advisor from the Partnership would be Mr Mark Compton-Hall.

Councillor Brian Harris asked if this would lead to extra costs in the future. 

The Clerk explained that Mr Compton-Hall was likely to charge should the Town Council wish him to write any applications for funding, but as the Town Council already had a staffing team it was likely that Mr Compton-Hall would liaise with the Town Council’s responsible Financial Officer.

It was agreed to thank Mr Mark Compton-Hall and accept his very kind offer of voluntary support.

DEVELOPMENT OF A TOWN PLAN FOR RYDE

The second meeting of the Town Plan Steering Group had taken place on 29 April and representatives of various community groups had attended. The group was given a presentation by Mr Mark Compton-Hall on how Ventnor approached their Town Plan and highlight any areas that they would do differently. It was agreed that the clerks would bring a project plan to the next Steering Group meeting.

END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 2009-10/ANNUAL RETURN

It was RESOLVED that the end of year accounts for 2009-10 be approved and that the Annual Return, Section 1 (Statement of Accounts) and Section 2 (Annual Governance Statement) be approved and signed by the Mayor.

SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS

It was RESOLVED that membership of the Island branch of the Society of Local Council Clerks be agreed and that the 2010/11 subscription of £10.00 be paid.

ISLE OF WIGHT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

It was RESOLVED that membership of the Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils be agreed and that the 2010/11 annual subscription of £1750 (capped) be paid. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 6 and 19 April 2010 were received.

REGATTA STEERING GROUP

The notes of the Regatta Steering Group meeting held on 4 March 2010 were received.

SKATEPARK SHADOW MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The notes of the Skatepark Shadow Management Committee meeting held on 23 March 2010 were received. An update for the Skatepark refurbishment project was given in public question time and there was no further report. 

PAYMENTS

Councillor Graham Pearce left the meeting room.

It was RESOLVED that payment be approved for those invoices totalling £18,039.25 shown on Appendix 1 and that those payments shown on Appendix 2 where incurred expenditure has been previously approved (clause 3.1/3.4 of the Council’s Financial Regulations) be noted.

Councillor Graham Pearce re entered the meeting room.

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Brian Harris informed Members that he would be attending an Older Voices meeting on Wednesday 19th May in the Methodist Church Hall, Garfield Road, Ryde.

Councillor Wayne Whittle attended a meeting with the Police, Ryde Harriers and Mansells (Contractor). All partners were working together on the design of a new clubhouse for Ryde Harriers and towards submitting a planning application to the Isle of Wight Council.

Councillor Ivor Warlow had attended an Armed Forces Day meeting and was happy to report that all was on schedule. 

Councillors Graham Pearce and David Woodward attended the recent Ryde Social Heritage Audio Trail launch at St Thomas’s Heritage Centre.

Councillor Evelyn Gooch informed the Council that in her opinion during her first year of office the Town Council had been poor, however, that following a staffing team being put in place, the second year had been much more successful. Councillor Gooch wished those Members that were to remain on the Town Council well but felt it a shame that Town Council’s still did not have enough power.

DATES OF MEETINGS

The date of the next council meeting was agreed as 14 June 2010 (Annual Meeting).

The meeting closed at 8:35pm

Chairman


	
	


7 of 7

