[image: image1.jpg]



RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 1 MARCH 2010 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT RYDE TOWN HALL, LIND STREET, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Evelyn Gooch, Brian Harris (Deputy Mayor), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Tim Wakeley, Ivor Warlow, Roger Whitby-Smith,  Wayne Whittle, and David Woodward (Mayor).
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

10 Members of the public

IW Councillors Vanessa Churchman, Ian Stephens

Police – Sgt A. Gill

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Katharine Arblaster - Environment and Neighbourhood Officer

Barry Kemp – Ryde East Community Association

Diana Wood – Historic Ryde Society

Mr Nigel Smith – Chairman of the Ryde Business Association, expressed great concern over a rumour heard that Councillor Edward Giles, IWC Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport was to remove the promised 1.5 million pounds allocated to public realm works on the Esplanade from the IWC Budget, following the cancellation of the Ryde Interchange project.

The Mayor confirmed that a letter had been received by the Town Council stating the money was no longer available for public realm works from the 2010/2011 IWC budget. The Mayor read the letter to those present at the meeting. 

Councillor Knowles expressed his disapproval of this decision and was concerned that the end of the IWC financial year is March 2010 and that the money allocated should have been available from the IWC 2009/2010 budget.

Councillor Wayne Whittle informed the Town Council that he had emailed Councillor Edward Giles to ask why the money had been removed when improvement works were needed on the Esplanade due to the state of disrepair of many buildings. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley expressed concern that Councillor Edward Giles had stated that resources were to be directed towards key strategic areas for the Island – What is Ryde Seafront and the Gateway if this is not seen as a key strategic Island area?

Mr Nigel Smith, informed Councillors that he was concerned for the Isle of Wight Council’s complete disrespect for the Town Council as they appeared to ignore important comments that came from the Town Council’s Council Chamber. 

The Mayor informed the Town Council that a letter of reply would be sent to Councillor Edward Giles.

Mrs Newberry asked if the Town Council had to collect the precept from the Isle of Wight Council?

The Mayor explained that the precept was set by the Town Council and collected by the Isle of Wight Council Tax Office. The precept would then be paid to the Town Council by the Isle of Wight Council.

Mr Steve King, Town Crier for Ryde asked if the funds applied for to carry out works to the shrine memorial in Lind Street had ever been paid to the applicant.

The Clerk explained that the applicant was in discussions with the Isle of Wight Council and we were awaiting feedback from those discussions before any payment would be made. 
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Adrian Axford, Gary Axford, Charles Chapman, Richard Fraser-Tait and Jeremy Whitby-Smith.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 (ii) as he is member of the Carnival Association Committee and a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 14 – payments. 

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 (i) as he is a member of the Historic Ryde Society.

Councillor Tim Wakeley declared a personal interest in agenda item 5 as he is a member of the Ryde East Community Association Board from which he receives no renumeration.

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 1 February 2010 be approved as true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.

MEMBERS QUESTIONS

Councillor Brian Harris mentioned that he had two enquiries to raise with Highways at the next meeting of the Highways Working Party. 

Councillor Graham Pearce asked if there had been any further developments or meetings regarding Harcourt Sands? 

The Clerks informed the Council that the Harcourt Sands Working Party which had representatives from Ryde Town Council and Nettlestone & Seaview had attended a site visit with the owner. The owner was to submit revised plans and until that time the group had decided not to meet. The Clerk would write to Nettlestone & Seaview to clarify the position was still the same. 

Councillor Evelyn Gooch asked for clarification regarding the forthcoming Elections. If a General Election is called for 6th May 2010 was it correct that the Town Council’s elections would be moved three weeks later?

The Clerks informed the Council that this was correct and should a General Election be set for the 6th May 2010 the Town Council’s Elections would be moved to the 27th May 2010. The Clerks had raised this with the Electoral Commission and been informed that this move is a statutory requirement.

Councillor Tim Wakeley informed the Council that the Clerks from all Parishes due to hold elections this year, were lobbying against this as the cost for the elections will now rise.

RYDE EAST COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Mr Barry Kemp, Ryde East Community Association (The Park Centre) attended to give an update on the funding awarded by the Town Council to The Park Centre.

A report was circulated to Councillors and Mr Kemp informed the Council that opening hours to the centre had been extended and applications were being submitted in an attempt to secure further funding, tenders and contracts. 

Councillor Wayne Whittle was pleased to see The Park Centre was actively searching for additional funding. 

GRANTS

RESOLVED that

(i) Grant funding of £1000 be awarded to the newly formed Historic Ryde Society towards the Society’s efforts to establish a permanent heritage centre in Ryde and that this funding would be taken from the Council’s reserves.

(ii) Grant funding of £3500 be awarded to Ryde Carnival Association towards the 2010 Carnival and that this payment would be made from the 2010/11 budget.

(iii) That future funding for the Carnival be given a separate heading in the Council’s budget.

REPORTS

Katharine Arblaster, Environment and Neighbourhood Officer thanked the Town Council for the support towards the Cycle Safe Project. 

The team had targeted areas for dog fouling, with early morning and additional patrols but no offences had been committed. 

Warning issues had been issued with regard to domestic waste and the environmental concerns. 

Katharine Arblaster had attended further Playranger sessions.

Councillor Graham Pearce expressed concerns from local residents that bins were being out too early in the Church Road area causing obstructions to the pavements.

Katharine Arblaster informed the Council that this was an ongoing issue and businesses had been notified and reasonable requests been made for 2 hour limits. However, this was not enforceable. It was suggested that any concerns be put in writing to the Isle of Wight Council.

Sgt Andrew Gill introduced himself to the Town Council. He had recently taken over from Sgt Clerkson. Sgt Gill informed Councillors that crime figures in Ryde had reduced and that he would be targeting areas to reduce criminal damage, speeding motorists and that there would be more help available for victims of crime through the Safer Neighbourhood teams.

Isle of Wight Councillor Ian Stephens gave a report to Councillors covering the consultation to the bus service, care contractors, and alternative budget emphasising eco friendly had been put forward to the IWC, Ryde theatre, ongoing works at Ryde Cemetery which was due for completion June/July, litter picks at Play Lane Recreation Ground and Ryde Cemetery.

Isle of Wight Councillor Vanessa Churchman informed the Town Council that the bus route had been extended through Haylands with two extra trips scheduled for the afternoons with effect from 1 April 2010. 

Councillor Churchman informed Councillors that all Isle of Wight Council contracts are up on the 1 August 2010.

Councillor Vanessa Churchman asked if Councillors could remind residents that the Ashey Scurry event would be taking place on Sunday 23 March 2010.

WORKING PARTY TO REVIEW INTERNAL AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS AND RISK ASSESSMENT

The Mayor introduced the agenda item proposing the establishment of a small working party comprising of three Members and the Responsible Financial Officer to undertake a review of the Town Council’s internal audit arrangements and risk assessments as required by the Audit Commission Code of Practice. (As detailed in the National Association of Local Council’s document ‘Governance and Accountability for Local Councils’) It was an additional proposal that the group should review grant application procedures as well. 

It was RESOLVED that the Councillors Malcolm Ross, Tim Wakeley and Ivor Warlow and the Responsible Financial Officer be appointed to the Working Party to review Internal Audit Arrangements and Risk Assessment, and Grant Application Procedures.

ISSUE OF POLL CARDS FOR PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL ELECTIONS – MAY 2010

The Mayor asked the Town Council to consider whether to ask the Isle of Wight Council to issue poll cards for the forthcoming parish and town council election. The estimated cost to the Town Council of issuing poll cards is £6000. 

It was RESOLVED that the Isle of Wight Council be informed to issue poll cards for the forthcoming parish and town council elections and explore the possibility of keeping these costs as low as possible by working with the other councils that are also undergoing elections.

DEVELOPMENT OF A TOWN PLAN FOR RYDE

The Clerks informed the Town Council that invitations had been circulated for the first meeting of the Town Plan Steering Group scheduled for the 25 March 2010. Notices had been placed in the Town Council notice boards and an advert had been put in the County Press to attract as many local people to the meeting as possible. 

ESPLANADE STATION

The Mayor explained that this item had already been covered in Public Question Time and confimred that a letter of reply would be sent to Councillor Edward Giles. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 25 January 2010 were received. 

Councillor Tim Wakeley informed the Town Council that subsequent to this meeting the land adjacent to 40 Buckland Gardens the Isle of Wight Council had upheld Ryde Town Council and residents comments and refused the application. 

WARD ALLOCATIONS

RESOLVED

(i)  that £250 from each of Councillors Charles Chapman and David Knowles ward allocation for 2009/10 for Ryde South East and Ryde St Johns East be paid towards the replacement of the 41 Marine Memorial Commando Memorial Plaque on Ryde Esplanade.

. 

PAYMENTS

Councillor Graham Pearce left the meeting room.

It was RESOLVED that payment be approved for those invoices totalling £7,733.35 shown on Appendix 1.

Councillor Pearce re-entered the meeting room.

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor David Woodward along with other Councillors had attended a charity event at Bombay Palace to support ‘Help for Heroes’. The event raised £1000. 

Councillor Brian Harris had attended an Older Voices meeting. He informed the Town Council that this group had been established a year ago to raise concerns and find resolutions for over 50’s. The next meeting dates were24 March and 21 April 2010.

Council Evelyn Gooch expressed concerns that the skatepark was looking dangerous. The Clerks explained that this concern would be put forward at the next meeting of the Skatepark Shadow Management Committee scheduled for 23 March 2010.

Councillor Graham Pearce attended he Baptist Church, George Street for a civic ceremony.

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced that the Island Games Opening Ceremony for 2011 was to be held in Ryde and reminded Council that the Annual Parish Meeting for electors, was to be held on Tuesday 16 March 2010 at 6:00pm in the Council Chamber.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as 12 April 2010.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following items and they are instructed to withdraw – in accordance with Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2) and Standing Order no.57 – contract matters.

PENSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR STAFF

The Mayor gave a update on the payment of pension contributions for staff.

The meeting closed at 9:10pm

Chairman
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