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RYDE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RYDE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 4 OCTOBER 2010 IN THE CHURCH HALL, METHODIST HALL, GARFIELD ROAD, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

	Present:

 
	Councillors: Adrian Axford (Deputy Mayor), Conrad Gauntlett, Brian Harris (Mayor), David Knowles, Graham Pearce, Malcolm Ross, Ian Stephens, Debbie Taylor, Gary Taylor, John Timmons, Ivor Warlow, David Woodward and Tony Zeid.
	


	

	In Attendance

Also Present

  Public Question Time


	Saskia Kiernan, Clerk, Ryde Town Council 

Adrienne White, Clerk, Ryde Town Council (Minutes)

13 Members of the public

Isle of Wight County Press Reporter

Sgt. A. Gill, Ryde Safer Neighbourhoods Team

D. Wood, Historic Ryde Society

J. Taylor, Ryde Branch, Royal British Legion

J. Turke, Co-Chair, Ryde Town Plan Steering Group

Mr Adrian Whittaker raised his concerns over Southern Vectis plans to withdraw or change bus services, in particular, Route 8. He gave the Town Council a copy of a response he had received from Mr Andrew Turner, MP suggesting that the Town Council may be able help look at ways in which a community service may be provided for elderly residents. 

The Mayor suggested that it may be helpful if the residents concerned formed a working party and invited Councillors to attend. 

Councillor David Knowles informed the Council that meetings were currently being arranged with Mr Marc Morgan-Hughes, Southern Vectis and Kevin Burton, IWC Highways Officer.

Ms Faye King, Alexanders Chip Shop, spoke on behalf of local businesses about their concerns with the proposed pedestrian area for John Street. They were disappointed that the first time they had become aware of the proposal was through the Isle of Wight County Press. Ms King handed a petition over to the Town Council. 

The Mayor explained that Ryde Town Council had urged the Isle of Wight Council, the lead organisation for the project, to consult with local businesses.

Councillor Ian Stephens reiterated that Isle of Wight Council officers had been advised to consult and suggested that the Mayor pass on the petition to the local Isle of Wight Councillor Arthur Taylor. 

Councillor David Woodward made comment that he had understood the Isle of Wight Council had already been in consultation with local businesses and suggested that they may like to consider writing to Isle of Wight Council Councillor Edward Giles with their fears about antisocial behaviour. 

Mr Nigel Smith, Chairman of the Ryde Business Association explained that the RBA had been invited to look at the plans and that members had been invited to make comment in the consultation process. 

The Mayor explained that CCTV would provide coverage to ensure that this did not become a mis-used area. 

The Mayor explained that following discussions between Ryde Town Council and Mr Kevin Burton, IWC Highways, the Traffic Order for John Street now included extending the parking time to 1 hour, throughout the High Street and the Upper High Street. This was something local businesses had been requesting for some time.
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Town Councillors Gary Axford, Tim Wakeley and Wayne Whittle.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Graham Pearce declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 as he is a member of the Historic Ryde Society and a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 15 – payments.

Councillor Brian Harris declared a personal interest in the agenda item 6 as he is a member of the Historic Ryde Society and a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 14 as he is a member of the Haylands and Binstead Community Bus Group.

Councillor Ian Stephens declared a personal interest in agenda item 14 as he is  a member of the Haylands and Binstead Community Bus Group.

Councillor Ivor Warlow declared a personal interest in agenda item 14 as he is a member of the Haylands and Binstead Community Bus Group.

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 6 September 2010 be approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Councillor Graham Pearce took the opportunity to express his concerns following the circulation of an email requesting comments regarding the zebra crossing being placed in West Street following the planning application for Ryde School development. The email had been forwarded from the Isle of Wight Council.

Councillor Gary Taylor declared a personal interest in this agenda item as he works within Ryde School. 

Councillor Ian Stephens reminded the Council that the decision had already been taken on the planning application and that this was part of the Green Travel Plan that had been gone through with inspectors at the time of the application. 

Councillor David Knowles raised concerns with traffic congestion and pedestrian safety for the pick up/drop point by the entrance of Ryde Pier on the Esplanade. He suggested it would be far safer for the designated pick up/drop off point to be the coach area at the end of the taxi rank area. 

The Clerks agreed to investigate this further with the Isle of Wight Council. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2010

Mr John Taylor, Ryde Branch, Royal British Legion informed the Town Council that the 2010 Poppy Appeal in Ryde raised £19,000. The 2011 Poppy Appeal is being launched on Saturday 23rd October, 10:30 am at Ryde Parish Church. Formal invites would be sent to Councillors. Mr Taylor informed the council on the plans for this year’s Remembrance Day Parade as follows:

Thursday 11 November at 11am, all traffic would be stopped in Ryde for 2 minutes silence. Laying of the wreath’s on behalf of the Town Council at Ashey and at Binstead.

The Isle of Wight Festival of Remembrance is on 11 November at Ryde School at 7:30pm. Entrance £5. Councillors support would be welcomed.

Sunday 14 November is the parade in Ryde and details would be circulated later. 

Mr Taylor thanked Councillor Ian Stephens for his contact with Ryde Cemetery and was pleased that a cross was going to be placed on every war grave. 

Anyone wishing to offer help with the Poppy Appeal should to contact Mr John Taylor.

The Mayor thanked Mr Taylor for his presentation and asked the Council to consider to approve the purchase of the wreaths to be laid on behalf of the Town Council at Ryde, Ashey and Binstead and a donation to the Poppy Appeal at a total cost of £250 as allocated in 2010/2011 budget. 

RESOLVED that the purchase of the wreaths to be laid on behalf of the Town Council at Ryde, Ashey and Binstead and a donation to the Poppy Appeal at a cost of £250 as allocated in the 2010/2011 budget be approved. This payment will be made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.

HISTORIC RYDE SOCIETY

Diana Wood, Historic Ryde Society gave an update on the plans for a heritage centre and for the 175th anniversary of the Royal Victoria Arcade.

.

DEVELOPMENT OF A TOWN PLAN FOR RYDE

Jo Turke, One of the Co-Chairs of the Town Plan Steering Group gave an update on the development of the Town Plan for Ryde. Councillors thanked Jo and her colleagues for all the hard work they had done to date on the Town Plans and it was felt that things were moving in the right direction. Councillors agreed that they would be happy to help with consultation within their Wards. 

.MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced that thank you letters had been received from Mr Vic Gallucci – Classic Car Extravaganza and from the Ryde Carnival Association for for the Town Council’s support of both events. 

REPORTS

Sgt Andy Gill reported that the recent antisocial behaviour campaign had now ended. He gave an update on recorded crimes committed in Ryde South and, in a response to a question from Councillor Ian Stephens indicated he would be happy to provide figures for other wards.

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Brian Harris reported that he had recently presented awards to the winners of Ryde in Bloom for the overall prize and also individual categories. He explained he was accompanied by the Ryde in Bloom Committee and other Town Councillors.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 14 July 2010 were received. 

RESOLVED that following recommendations of the Finance Committee meeting held on 15 September 2010, be approved

(i) an Election Fund be established in this year’s budget into which £5,000 per   annum be contributed in order to meet the cost of future Elections.

(ii) an Events budget be established in this year’s budget and that virement be made from other budgets to create annual budget totals – 


 1. Events - £16,000

                            2. Grants - £9,000

These budgets would represent one eighth of the current Council precept.

(iii) no grant be awarded to Ryde Boxing Club as the sum requested, between £5,000 to £8,000, exceeded the resources of funds for sporting organisations.

That the following virements between existing expenditure budgets in 2010/11 be noted.

(i) Advertising to  Marketing                           £2,000

(ii) Beach Facilities to Marketing                    £2,000

(iii) Beach Facilities to Armed Forces Day      £1,100

(iv) High St. Presence to Accommodation      £3,000

An extra meeting of the Finance Committee had been arranged for the 30 October 2010, venue to be agreed, to discuss the budget for 2011/12.

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

RESOLVED that

Councillor Conrad Gauntlett’s membership of the Finance Committee and Planning Committee be approved.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Planning Committe meetings held on 23 August and the 14 September 2010 were received.

Councillors Harris, Stephens and Warlow left the meeting room.

COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE

RESOLVED that 

the reissuing of a cheque for £1250 in respect of ward allocations previously approved for the Haylands amd Binstead Community Bus Service (Full Council Minutes 234/09 and 14/10 refer) be approved.

Councillors Harris, Stephens and Warlow re-entered the meeting room.

Councillor Pearce left the meeting room.

PAYMENTS

RESOLVED that

(i) Payment of those invoices shown on Appendix 1 totalling £1,287.47 be approved.

(ii) Those payments shown on Appendix 2 where incurred expenditure has been previously approved (clause 3.1/3.4 of the Council’s Financial Regulations.) be noted. 

Councillor Pearce re-entered the meeting room.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was agreed as 1 November 2010 in the Garfield Methodist Church Hall.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded for the following item and they are instructed to withdraw – in accordance with Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2) and Standing Order no.57.

DECORATIVE LIGHTING

The Clerks had previously circulated a report for the suggested refurbishment of the Christmas motifs and the extension of the lighting scheme. The report also asked the Council to consider the quote for the supply and installation of Christmas trees. It was 

RESOLVED that the following recommendations 2.1 to 2.3 as set out in the Decorative Lighting Scheme report be approved.

(i) That the 2010/11 budget allocated to the summer and Christmas decorative lighting scheme be increased from £10,000 to £17,000 to enable the refurbishment of the Council’s existing lighting stock and the possible extension of the lighting scheme to John Street and Town Square.
(ii) That the Town Council’s Financial Regulations relating to contracts be waived to enable a limited Christmas motif refurbishment programme to be undertaken by the SEC without a tendering process in order to deliver the proposed programme within the above approved budget.
(iii) That the Clerks be given delegated authority to proceed with finalising the refurbishment and installation of the Christmas motif’s and tree’s and the changeover of motif’s in summer 2011 provided the costs remain within the above approved budget.
      (iv) That the Finance Committee be asked to consider to where the

            increase in budget should come from. 

The meeting closed at 8:50pm.

Chairman
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